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signed the apportionment bill, and that he had filed 
his reasons for doing so in the State Department. 


Mr. ADAMS said this message was a novelly in 
the history of this country. The Constitution re- 
quired the President, if he approved a bill, to sign 
it, agd not to accompany it with reasons. He 
spoke at great length on the dangerous precedent 
that might be thus set, and concluded by moving 
that the message be referred toa select commitice, 
with power to send for persons and papers. 

The debate was coniinued by Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, Mr. WISE, and others, until half-past 
five; when the House adjourned, without dispvsing 
of it. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 27, 1842. 


DEATH OF THE HON. MR. HASTINGS. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the reading of the 
journal of Saturday was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by its Cierk, announcing to the Senate 
the death of the Hon. Wittram S. Hastinas, late 
a Representative from the State of Massachusetts; 
which, being read— 

Mr. BATES addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: As we advance in age, the no- 
tices of the death of those who have been of our 
acq"aintance become more and more frequent; and, 
give me leave to add, more and more admonitory. 
During the present session of Congress, the House 
of Representatives has anncunced to the Senate the 
death of no less than four of its memb<rs; and the 
Senate has been pained by the loss of one of the 
most worthy, most respected, and most cherished oi 
its own; and—it grieves me to think it—again of 
another. Mr. President, these events, although 
they cannot stop the progress of the hours upon the 
dial-plate, demand of us at least a pause—a pate 
for our own sake; and not for our own sake mere- 
Jy—a pause that we may do what we can in our 
affliction, by respectful tokens of sympathy and 
regard, to mitigate the affi:ction of others, the re- 
lations and friends of the deceased. 

Mr Hastinas, the subject of the message from 
the House, had been, from time to time, in iii- 
health. A few weeks since, by the advice of his 
physician, he went to the springs in Virginia, in the 
hope that the use of the water would afford him 
relief. His hope was disappointed —as, sir, human 
hopes often are. He died on Friday, the 17th. Tae 
news of his death was received last Saturday. 

Mr. Hastinas was unobtrusive, unpretending, 
unostentatious, but of a very sound mind, and of 
great integrity and worth; most respected and most 
esteemed by those who knew him best. He wasa 
native of the county of Worcester. For several! 
years he was in the Senate of Massachusetts. As 
a member of Congress, he bad the confidence of a 
most respectable constituency in the heart of the 
State; and well he deserved it. But, sir, all that 
we have now lefi us is to lament the loss of him, 
and do the customary honors to his memory. 

Mr. B. concluded by offering the following reso- 
lutions, which, having been read, were unanimous: 
ly adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sensi- 
bility the communication from the House of Rep) resentatives, 


announcing the death of the Hon. WiLtt1AMS. Hastines, a 
Representative from the State of Massachusetts. 


Resolved, That, in token of sincere and high respect for the 
memory of ‘the deceased, the Senate and its officers will wear 
crape upon the left arm, as mourning, for thirty days. 


DEATH OF THE HONORABLE SAMUEL L. 
SOUTHARD. 

Mr. MILLER rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I rise to add another shade of 
gloom to that which already pervades this body—t» 
announce to you the sad intelligence of the death of 
my colleague, the Hon. Samuen L. Soutnarp. He 
died yesterday, at 20 minutes before ten o’clock, at 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. It is but one short month 


SATURDAY, 


JULY .. 


1842. 





since he oce apied that ‘honored seat which you 
new fill. He left us, to be sure, somewhat 
broken dowa in health and constitution, though he 
carried with him our sincere hopes and fer- 
vent prayers that, after a short relaxation from 
his official duties, he would be restored to us 
with renewed health. Bat it has pleased a 
mysterious Providence to order otherwise. Our 
hopes have been disappointed by the decree of 
Heaven. Death has separated him from us for- 
eyer—trom the scene of his usefulness, leaving us 
nothing but to mourn over him dead, whom it “has 
been cur delight to honor while living. 


Aiter announcing this sad intelligence, the feel- 
ings of my heart would pormpt me to sit down in 
Silence, leaving the life and the virtues of my de- 
ceased friend to be spoken of by others, until a 
more fitting occasion; for to speak now of the 
many honors which he deservedly acquired, the 
virtues he cultivated, and the talents he devoted for 
so many ycars to the service of his country, would 
only sharpen our grief, and deepen our sense of | 
the calamity which has fallen upon us. 


Toe Hon. Samurt L. Soutsarp was born in 
1787, in the county of Somerset, New Jersey. 
Born and reared under her free insti‘ulions—edu- 
cated in her schools—a graduate of her colleges— 
he was, in principle and feeling, emphatically a 
Jer: eyman. Deeply appreciating his worth, his 
native State, at an early period, called him into her 
public service. He was made judge of the su- 
preme court at an early age; and, after serv- 
ing six years, with distinguished ability, he 
was, in 1821, elec'ed as a Senatorin Congress, 
in which capacity he served until President 
Monroe honored him by placing him in charge 
ot the Navy Department, where his services 


were so highly appreciated that he continu-d 
to hold that office during Mr. Adams’s admin- 
istration. His conduct in that department is fully 


known to the conntry, and duly appreviated by the 
navy, the interests of which it was his honor and 
delight to foster and promote. On the retirement 
of Mr. Adams’s cabinet, Mr. Sourmarp returne} to 
his native Slate, and she received him with all 
the affection due to a faithful and devoted son. 

fter successively filling the offices of Attorney 
General and Governor of that State, he was again 
electsd a member of this body; and after a 
public career of usefulness for twenty years, in 
the vizor of his mind, with ripened intellect, 
and in the enjoyment of the entire confidence 
of his fellow-Senators, it has pleased God to 
put an end to his mortal career. Another 
blow has been struck: another seat is vacant: 
another voice is silent! Afflictive as this blow is 
to us, it has fallen with tenfold severity upon that 
little and anxious circle which stood around his 
dying bed, and soothed—as far as human affection 
can soothe—his last moments. I do not intrude 
within the family circle to sympathize, but merely 
to speak of the private virtues which eadeared him 
to his family and friends—of that intellect of high 
order, talents which could grasp the destinies of a 
nation—°f those endearing virtues which drew 
around him sincere friends, and converted even 
enemies into friends. 

Early impressed with the precepts of pious par- 
ents, their influence was never lost upon him 
through the course of his long and honored exist- 
ence. Deeply impressed with the truths of Chris- 
tianity, he was on all occasions its defender; and, 
we have reason to hope, he embraced the truths of 
our holy religion to the saving of his immortal 
soul, 

Mr. M. having concluded— 

Mr. KING rose and addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Presipent: The eloquent and feeling man- 
ner in which the melancholy event has just been 
announced to the Senate by the Senator from 
New Jersey, of the death of the distinguished indi- 
vidual—his friend and colleague, who is now no 
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more—leaves me nothing to say. I will not, . there - 
fore, atlempt, by any remarks of my own, to im- 
pair the furce of that eloquence. It has been my 
fortune, for very niany years, to be intimately ac- 
quained with the distinguished man whose death 
has been just announced. I have known him in 
privaie lite, and can bear testimony to his kind- 
ness of heart, amiableness of disposition, and 
uniform courtesy. I have known him in pub- 
lic stations, and can with the same truthfulness 
testify to his courtesy, and to the ability with which 
he discharged the various trus's confijed to his 
care. Butheis gone; and it becomes our daty— 
thongh it is a melancholy one—to pay to his mem- 
ory that tribute of respect so deservedly due. I 
wi'l not detain the Senate further, but move the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funeral of the honvrable 
Samue! L. Southard, which wil take place to-morrow at 12 
o’clock; that the Senate will attend the same, and that notice 
thereof be given to the House of Representatives. 

R-solved, unanimosly, That the members of the Senate, 
from asticere desire of sawing every mark of respect due to the 
memory of the honorable Simuel L. Southard, deceased, late 
President pro tempore thereof, will go into mourning for him 
one month, by the usual moJe of wearing crape on the left 
arm. 

Resolved, unnanimously, That, as anadditional mark of re- 
spect for the memory of the honorable Samuel L. Southard, 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question was put, aad the resolutions were 
agreed to; and 

Tie Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 27, 1842. 
DEATH OF THE HON. WM. 8S. HASTINGS, OF MASS. 

Tae Chaplain to the Senate, (the Rev. Septimus 
Tesion,) commenced the day’s proceedisgs with an 
afiecting and impressive prayer, in which he deli- 
calely allnded to the melancholy events which had 
so recently taken place in the death of a member 
of each branch of the National Legislature. 

The journal of Saturday was then read; after 
which, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: In the coarse of twelve years of 
public service in this hall, it has been my fortune 
too often to wiiness, with sympathizing sorrow, 
some member from one or another of the States of 
this Union other than that of my own nativity, rise 
from his seat, and, with agitated feelings, and in 
the accents of a trembling heart, announce to this 
assembly the departure, for a world of harmony 
and peace, of a respecied and beloved colleague. 
It is always an impressive, a solemn, and an affect- 
ing scene; and I have never beheld it but with an 
ejaculation of prayer to the Father of Spirits, that 
at least this cup might pass away from me; and 
that I might never be called, in the discharge of 
my duty, to perform so painful, so severe a task. 
It has not so pleased the great Disporer of events. 
At the request of my colleagues on this floor, L 
am now required to announce to this House the 
death of Wittiam Sopen Hasina, late a mem- 
ber of this body from tae ninth congressional dis- 
irict of Massachusetts, and to move the resolutions 
of respect for his memory, on the part of this 
House, usual on similar occasicns. 

To the month of September, 1837, at the first and 
special session of the 25th Cougress, Mr. Hastinas 
first entered this hall as the Representative ofa 
portion of the people of Massachusetts, That he 
continued to enjoy the confidence of his constitu- 
ents, has keen manifested by two successive re- 
elections to the same station. The same faver had 
been preceded by reiterated elections to both 
branches of the Legislature of the Commonwealth. 
It was a confidence in his talents and integrity, 
spreading and expanding in proportion to the ex- 
perience of bis worthiness of the trust. He came 


here in the prime and vigor of life, to all external 
appearance destined to a long and aseful career 
of public service; taking an active and efficient, 
thouga not obtrusive, part in the deliberations of 
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this body; and, amid all the conflicts, personal and || 
political—which we all so deeply lament—making 
friends of all parties, in proportion as he became 
known to his associates in this ball; and, so far as 
I have known or heard, not one personal enemy to 
the day ef his death. 

In the descending line of the generations of men, 
Mr. Hastincs was one step downwards from my 
own. More than thirly years ago, his father, then 
my personal and political friend, was a member of 
this bedy, while I was representing the Legislature 
of our native Commonwealth in the other branch 
of the National Legislature. In the ordinary 
course of human affairs, it would have been more 
to be expected that he should have been called to 
perform for me the melancholy office of aftlicted 
friendship and respect which I am now perform- 
ing forhim. He firstcame here with a bodily frame 
robust and athletic; but, for the last two years, his 
health has been gradually declining. During a large 
portion of the present session of Congress, though 
faithfully here at his post, he has been disabled from 
giving his attendance at the daily meetings of this 
House; and, about one month since, as the ravages 
of the destroyer were encreaching upon the sources 
of life within him, he repaired to the Sulphur 
Springs in Virginia, in the faint hope of recovering 
by the effect of those salubrious waters; but, under 
the operation of irremediable disease, on the 17:h 
of this month, he sank without a struggle into the 


repose of the grave, “by strangers honored and by 
Strangers mourned.” 


Mr. Hastinas was never married: his parents 
have long since paid the debt of nature. The 
nearest and tenderest ties of human existence were 
not lacerated by his death; but he left a surviving 
brother—himself a man of the highest respec- 
tability, now or recently a member of the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts—and he 
left multitudes of friends, in whose memory he 
will live as long as life remains with them, as, I 
humbly hope and trust, he will live forever in the 
blessedness of a better world. 


Mr. A. then submitted the following resolutions; 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibility 
the death of the Hon. Wittiam SopEN Hastinas—a member of 
this House from the State of Massachusetts—which took place 


at the Red Sulphur Springs, in the State of Virginia, on the 17th 
1oastant 

Resolved, That the membersof this House will testify their 
Tespect forthe memory of the deceased, by wearing crape on 
the jeiitarm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House communicate to 
the Executive of the State of Massachusetts that a vacancy has 
occurred in the representation of the ninth congressional dis 
trict of that State. 


On motion by Mr. BRIGGS, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
‘Tvurspay, June i 1842. 
FUNERAL OF THE HON. S.L. SOUTHARD. 


Agreeably to notice, the committee of arrange- 
ments, pall- bearers, and mourners, attended at the 
late residence of the deceased, at 10 o'clock, a. m., 
to-day; at which time the corpse was removed, in 
charge of the committee of arrangements, attended 
by the sergeant-at-arms of the Senate, to the Senate 
chamber, where divine service was performed by 
the Rev. Mr. Tuston, chaplain to the Senate. 

At 11 o’clock, a. m., the funeral moved from the 
Senate chamber to the place of interment at the 
Congress burying-ground, in the following order: 


The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 


Mr. Kino, | Mr. CLayTon, 


Mr. TALLMADGE, 
Mr. Evans. 


Mr. Woopsvry, 
Mr. HENDERSON, 


Pall-bearers: 


Mr. Berrien, Mr. HvuntTIncTon, 
Mr. Preston, Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
Mr. Linn. Mr. Wricurt. 


The Family 
The Senator and 


and Friends of the deceased. 
Representatives from the State of New Jer- 
sey, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate of the United States. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the President 
pro lempore,and their Secretary. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives, 


Eine Mouse of Repragentatives, Preceded by their Speaker and 
Clerk, 
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The Presiden nt of f the U nited States, 
The Heads of Departments. 
Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court. 
Diplomatic Corps. 
Judges of the United States. 
Oilicers of the Army and Navy. 
Citizens and Strangers. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, Jene 28, 1842. 

A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. Samven L. Sovtu- 
arb, latea Senator of the United States from the 
State of New Jersey, and communicating the reso- 
Jutions and arrangements for the funeral of the de- 
ceased adopted by that body. 

Impressive addresses, suitable to the solemnity 
of the oceasion, were delivered by Messrs. MAX- 
WELL of New Jersey and ADAMS. After the 
adoption of the usual resolutions, (of which, as 
well as of the addresses, a copy could not be ob- 
tained,) the House adjourned, and proceeded in a 
body to the Senate chamber, to attend the funeral 
services there performed. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnvespay, June 29, 1842. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the War Department, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 24th inst., on the subject of the removal 
of superintendents of the armories at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield. The communication gives 
information that the civil superintendents of these 
establishments were removed on the 15th April, 
1841, by direction of the President of the United 
States; and that no succes:ors have been appoint- 
ed to either of said places, but that they have been 
suffered to remain vacant, under a thorough con- 
viction that a superintendent, not subject to the re- 
sponsibilities of a military officer, was injurious to 
the public service. The communication also 
states that, under the law of February 8, 1815, 
which places the public armories under the direc- 
tion of the Ordnance department, an officer of the 
ordnance corps was detailed to direct the concerns 
of each of these armories, by the authority of the 
President, under the regulations and iustructions 
prescribed by the same authority. 

Oa motion by Mr. BATES, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented resolutions adopted by 
the corporate authorities of tne cities of Alexan- 
dria and Georgetown, expressing the assent of 
these cities to the transfer of the stock held by the 
United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
to the State of Maryland and the cities of Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and Alexanditia: ordered to 
lie on the table, and be prir ted. 

Mr. Y. presented a memorial from the mem- 
bers of the bar of the district court in the State 
of Illinois, praying for an increase of the salary of 
the judge of said court: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from the 
board of in'ernal improvements of the State of 
Michigan, | raying a remission of duty on three 
shipments of railroad iron: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. P. also presented a memoria’, signed by 240 
citizens of Wyox.ing county, Michigan, asking an 
appropriation for the construction of a military 
roa! from Fort Gratiot to the mouth of Grand 
river, in that State: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fifteen memorials 
from the city and county of Philadelphia, and the 
proceedings of a public meeting, in favor of a pro- 
teciive tariff. The memorialists believe that a 
great portion of the present evils which exist in the 
country resulted from disturbing the tariff of du- 
ties of 1828: referred to the Committee cn Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from the coun- 
ty of Delaware, similar to others heretofore pre- 
sented by him, asking protection to domestic man- 
ufacture:: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee cn the 
Post Office and Fost Roads, to which the memorial 





of the Nantucket Steamboat Company, asking 
compensation for carrying the mail, had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the relief of said company; 
which was read, and ordered te a second reading. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, House 
bill making an appropriation to supply the de- 
ficiencies in the navy pension fund. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of David M. Hughes, Charles Shipman, and 
John Henderson, reported the same back without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it do 

ass. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the me- 
mcrial of the heirs of Philip Renaut, praying the 
confirmation of their title to certain land; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, all previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate took 
up, as in committee of the whole, the bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to provide for 
paying for horses and other property lost in the 
military service of the United States.” 

There being no proposition to amend the bill, it 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief ef John W. Skidmore; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 

Resolved, That the President pro tempore of the Senate be 


requested to inform the Executive of the Siate of New Jersey 
of the decease of the Hon. Samuel L. Southard, late Senator of 


the United States from that State. 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. Granam, 
some time since, was taken up, and read as fol- 
lows: 

“Resolved, (the House of Representatives coneurring,) 


That the following be added to the joint rules of the two Houses 
of Congyvess, to wit: 


“Whenever a claim against the United States, of any descrip- 
tion, has been, or shall be, presented to either House, and refer- 
red to a committee, and such committee shall have made a re- 
port, Im writing, against the allowance of the claim, and the 
same shal! have been concurred in by such House, it shall not 
he in order to revive the consideration of such claim in that 
House, at the same or any future session of Congress, either by 
bill, resolution, petition, or otherwise, except upon a memorial 
of the claimant—first setting forth, upos evidence, that he has 
discovered new evidence in support of his claim since the de- 
cision against it, and a statement of the substance of such evi- 
dence; or, second, assigning specific errors in the report of the 
committee adverse to it, and a certificate of a member of that 
Llouse that he believes that the former decision was erroneous, 
as charged in said memorial: Provided, That an order cis- 
charging a committee from the further consideration of a 
claim shallin nowise requirea compliance with this rule.” 

Mr. TAPPAN suggested to the mover of the 
resolution to strike out the words ‘‘and a certificate 
of a member of that House that he believes that 
the former decision was erroneous, as charged in 
said memorial.” 

Mr. GRAHAM, thouch he thought that the 
clause was proper, Mad no objection to the modifi- 
cation, by striking it out. 

The question being on the resolution as modified, 

Mr. BAGBY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr. TAPPAN said the only effect, if the reso- 
lution was adopied, would be to make that a joint 
rule which was now only a rule of the Senate. He 
thought there was a great propriety in its passage. 

Mr. BAGBY maintained that, instead of closing 
the avenues to justice, which would be the effect 
of the adopiion of the resolution, he thought they 
should be widened. He believed its adoption 
would bea barrier to shut out just claims, which, 
on some occasions, are rejected for the want of 
full and proper investigation. 

The question was put, and the resolution was 
adopted—by yeas 26, nays 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps 
Preston, Sevier, Sprague, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wilcox, anc 
Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Choate, Cuthbert, Linn, Por- 


ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, White, Woodbridge, and 
Young—11. 


The PRES!IDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from S. Cox, F. S. Key, and 
J. E. Dow, as a committee, covering a memorial 
adopted by aconvention of citizens holding claims 
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against the Government; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Linn some 
time since, was taken up and read, as fojlows: 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
collect from authentic sources all the information attainable in 
time to be communicated to the Senate during the second week 
of the next session of Congress, showing-- 

Ist. The progress in the cultivation and manufacture of hemp 
in the several States and Territories of the United S:ates, and in 
foreign countries or colonies. 

2d. The quantities of the raw material, as prepared for man- 
ufacture, and the quantity, value, and description of the manu- 
factures thereof, in the several States and Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, and in foreign countries, produced within the year 
1340. 

3d. The quantity and value of hemp, and the manufactures 
thereof, with their description, imported into, and exported from, 
the United States within the last two years; the countries from 
which imported, and to which exported. 

4th. The quantity, description, and value of hemp, and manu- 
factures thereof, annually required or used in the navy of the 


United States; and what proportion of each kind is of foreign or | 
domestic produce or manufacture; and whether any compari- | 


son has beei instituted to test the quality or strength of the do- 
mestic and foreign article, with the result thereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to communicate, 
atthe same time, such general information as he may be able to 
collect in relation to the soil and climate most congenial to the 
growth of hemp, and the comparative strength between the 
dew and water-rotted; the most approved method of preparing 
it from a crude state to that suitable for ditferent descriptions of 
manufacture; and such other information relating to the cul- 
ture, preparation, and manufacture of this article; and such 
views as he inay deem useful to present, for the encourage- 


ment and incidental protection of this important and growing 
interest.” 


Mr. LINN modified the resolution, by striking 
outthe word “Treasury,” and insertung the word 
‘‘Navy;” so as to make the call upon the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy. 

Mr. L. further modified the resolation, by adding 
the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretary be also requested to ascertain 
and report the quantity of Manilla sea-grass, or Sisal hemp, as 


well as cordage, and other articles manufactured therefrom, and | 


the value thereof, imported into the United States in the years 
1840 and 1841, distinguishing the quantity and value of each de- 


scription of manufacture, and of the raw article, as prepared | 


for manutacture, or otherwise; and to ascertain i's comparative 
strength, and other advantages, when compared with our do- 
mestic hemp, and the manufactures thereof; as also the natural 
history of the plants producing that article, to what country in- 
digenous, and what portions of the United States, as to soil and 
climate, Would best suit its growth and production. 


The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Baasy, pro- 
posing to instruct the Committee on Indian Affairs 
to inquire whether Jobn Ross had received more 


than the amount for which he had contracted te re- | 
move the Cherokee Indians west of the Mississippi; | 
and, if so, what excess over the amount spec fi-d | 


in the contrac!; and that the committee be empow- 
ered to send for persons and papers, &c., was taken 
up. 
Mr. MOREHEAD opposed the resolution for 
the present; but would vote for it if it was so modi- 
fied as to make the call on the War Department, 
where he thought all the information was on the 
record, and could be had. 

Messrs. BAGBY and SEVIER had strong sus- 
picions that great abuses had been practised, and 
they had understood that John Ross had received 
$580,000 more than the price origiaally contracted 
for. They thought that it was due to all sides that 
the investigation should be made by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs; especially so, as the War De- 
partment itself had been implicated; and to call on 
that department to make a report, would be to call 
for an ex parte report, as no doubt it would wish to 
screen itself from improper conduct. 

Mr. BAGBY could not therefore consent to 
modify his resolution as suggested by the chairman 
on Indian Affairs, [Mr. Morenrap;} whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolswtion 
was ordered to lie on the table for the present, by 
a vote, on a count, of ayes 18, noes 16. 

The following bills were then taken up, as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Scott, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Hammett. 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia. 

The bill to refund to the State of Massachusetts 
the balance due her for disbursements during the 
Jate war with Great Britain. 

Mr. PRESTON said it was ascertained at the 














department that there was a balance due that State, 
in conformity with the prizciple and practice here- 
tofore established. 

Mr. KING remarked that several bills of like 
character had been passed for the benefit of Massa- 
chusetts. They had passed bill after bill for the 
payment of thse claims, and he should like to 
hear a statement of the balance due read. 

Mr. PRESTON read a statement upon the sub- 
ject, by which it appeared that there were $272,000 
due. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs whether the bill 
covered the payment of the expenses ef General 
Strong; but, 

On the motion of Mr. PRESTON, and without 
going into further explanation, the bill was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from Rich- 
mond, Virginia, asking that, in the adjastment of 
the tariff, protection may be given to the domestic 
industry of the country. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes coming up for consideration— 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said that the Committee 
on Pabiie Lands had reported on this bill, that its 
passage Was unnecessary, as there was a general 
law upon the subject. He would, therefore, move 
that it do lie on the table; and should the Senators 
from Arkansas hereafter find that the general bill 
did not cover the case, he would assist them to 
take this bill up again, and pass it. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back to the Senate, 
wihout amendment, House bill to establish a 
police for the protection of public and private prop- 
erty in the city of Washington, and for other pur- 

oses. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and Joho Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs at law of Samuel Hill, 
deceased, was then taken up. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the principle 
upon which the Senate had heretofore acted was to 
refase interest upon claims. He had voted against 
granting interest; bat this, he believed, was a plain 
case where interest should be allowed. Justice 
required that interest should be allowed, and he 
should vote for it. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to strike out so much of 
the bill as allowed interest. 

Mr, WOODBURY said this was not an ordinary 
case of debt, with reference to which Congress 
had always reiused interest, on the presumption 
that the money was always ready to be paid over 
to the debtor. But this was a case of damages 
sustained by the claimants by the action of the 
Government; and the rule of damages was cer- 
tainly to pay interest and principal. 

Messrs. TAPPAN, KING, and HENDER- 
SON were opposed to abandoning the principle 
adopted by Congress, of refusing interest, though 
it might operate oppressively in this case; and 
Messrs. WOODBURY and SMITH made some 
further remarks in favor of paying interest. 

The question was then taken, and interest was 
disallowed. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment of the committee was concurred in, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill relating to the judicial courts in the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and, on the motion of Mr. 
BERRIEN, was laid on the table. 


The bill to repeal the act entitled “An act con- 
cerning pilots,’ approved the 2d day of March, 
1837, was taken up; and, on the motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, was made the special order of the day 
for this day week. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the bill respecting the reorganization of the army 
and for other purposes; the question pending be- 
ing on concurring With the committee of the whole 
in their amendment striking out the second section 
of the bill, proposing to legalize the appointment of 
officers of the board of ordnance to the superintend- 


ency of the public armories, and inserting the tol- 
lowing: 

“Thatthe duties of the offices of superintendent at the armo- 
ries at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry shall not be performed 
by officers of the ordnance corps, or other officers of the army; 


but shall be confined to the civil superintendents, of competent 
knowledge, as heretofore.” 


Mr. PRESTON explained the views which had 
influenced the War Depariment to recommend, 
and the Committee of the Senaie on Military A: 
fairs to adopt, the clause in the presen! bil', which 
the Senate in committee of the whole had dec ded 
last week should be stricken out. The necessity 
for some change in the superintendence of the 
armories, and the abuses and inconveniences which 
had resulted from the system of civil superinten- 
dents, had induced the beard of ordnance to try 2 
system of military superintendence, which was 
found most satisfactory. ‘The members of the 
board were satisfied that, under this new system, there 
would be intermediate overseerscompetent to direct 
the mere mechanical and manufacturing operations. 
The experiment has been made during a year. 
The result is wholly satisfactory; and the board of 
ordnance is now desirous of having the system 
permanently established. The operatives are, it 
seems, dissatisfied with the change; but this grows 
out of the necessity of conforming to new rules, 
by which their habits of life may, to some extent, 
be disturbed. The change, however, is intended 
to be for the benefit of the public. The interests 
of the parties concerned are necessarily, to some 
extent, antagonist; ihe employees seeking to get 
the utmost amount they can for their labor, and 
the public interest requiring that the public work 
should be done with a due regard to economy, and 
with that despatch and regularity dependent on the 
adherence to rules. 


It may be that the change was too sudden—too 
harsh and imperative; but this is a thing admitting 
of aneasy remedy. Yet he would take it upon 
him to say, that there is not a well-conducted 
manufactury, on a large scale, in any part of the 
country, the rules of which are not more s'rict and 
onerous. He was not for exacting as much labor, 
or on such terms of competition, as private estab- 
lishments exact. He thought the Government 
ought to act with dignity and liberality. He hoped, 
under all the circumstances, the Senate would not 
adupt the amendment reported from the commiltee 
of the whole. 

Mr. BATES wished to recall the aitention of 
the Senate to the true position of the armorers and 
military superintendents. Down to April, 1841, 
when the board of ordnance, afier the return of the 
commission sent to Europe, when this principle 
of subjecting the armories to military rule was de- 
cided upon, not one complaint of abuse, irregu- 
larity, or omistion of duty, was heard against the 
civil superintendents, who for years had given 
general gatisfaction to both the employers and em- 
ployed. ‘There was no law to authorize any one 
but the Presidentof the United States to make ap- 
pointments; yet, in April, 1841, the board of ord- 
nance dismissed the civil superintendents, and ap- 
pointed military officers in their place. For this 
there was no law; and the board does not contend 
that it had any power of law for it; but says, these 
military :uperintendents were only sentas agents 
of the board of ordnance. In his opinion, this 
was an invasion of the Constitution, which vests 
the power of appointment in the Executive alone. 

He would not repeat more of what was said be- 
fore, on the subject of placing military men as su- 
periutendents over operations purely mechanical, 
than that nothing could be more inappropriate or 
inconclusive than the arguments brought forward 
in favor of the proposition. As to the motive 
urged by the Senator from Connecticut, that the 
change would be a saving of four or five thousand 
dollars a year, he would only remark, that the prop- 
ositicns already before Congress were, that, while 
two officers are taken from the ordrance to make 
superintendents for the armories, fourteen are to 
be added to the Ordrance department. It was 
plain, then, that there was to be no saving, no 
economy, On that score. 

He read a synopsis of the duties to be performed 
by the inspecting officer of the Ordnance depart- 
ment—the lieutenant-co!lonel of the ordnance, He 
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was required to report minutely any abuses, irreg- 
wlaritics, complaints, or defects, in the condition of 
the armories; yet, down to April, 1841, not one 
word of complaint was reported by the inspecting 
Offices, to jus'ify the assertion that abuses and 1r- 
regularities existed which required the change. A 
commission of inquiry was appointed in July last; 
and it reported in September. The commissioners 
went to Springfield, and they called the master ar- 
morers and inspectors before them—but none of 
the workmen. The whole thing was sccret; and 
the examination was carried on, in some insiances, 
under injunctions of secresy. He would hand in 
a communication from the workmen on this sub- 
jec!; which, at his request, was read. 

He could not see the propriety of the proposed 
change: on the contrary, he feared, instead of the 
work being done cheaper and better, it would be 
the reverse, and that, in the end, there would be an 
inefficient armory. 

M;. BENTON had stated the other day that the 
reason why the superintendence of the armories 
had been intrusted to civil officers was, that there 
were no crdrance officers to spare for the duties; 
but he should have stated the fact in a much 
stronger ght, and shown that, at the time these 
armorics were founded, there was no board of ord- 
nence at all 

The commission appointed to make inquiry in 
July last, gave notice to all parties concerned. 
He read the first part of the report in confirmation 
of this assertion 

Mr. BATES hoped the Senator did not under- 
stand him as saying that no notice was given. He 
had distinctly stated that there was. What he 
deprecated was, the manner of carrying on the in- 
quiry. 

Mr. BENTON read further extracts from the 
repori; some containing questions and answers 
made during the investigation. One of these ques- 
tions was, Why the workmen did not, as they 
easily could, earn more? The answer was, that 
there was an understanding about that: it was 
not considered prudent that it should appear on the 
pay-roll that they were so well paid. Hence Mr. 
B. argued, that, under this system of civil superin- 
tendence, the establishment was considered a mere 
jocal and personal concern, to be turned to the ad- 
vantage of located individuals. 

He read a statement, asserting that there were 
no new or oppressive rules introduced; all the mili- 
tary superintendents did, was to enforce the old 
standing rules of the establishments. 

The whole controversy was, whether private and 
local interests should have the mastery over the 
Government of the United States; and whether 
ihey should have superintendents who would not 
do justice to the public by eniorcing the standing 
rules, 

Mr. BATES feared that the workmen would 
have but an indifferent chance of success, in a con- 
troversy with a powerful board of ordnance. If 
the reports of the latter were to be believed, it 
would appear that these mechanics were all trying 
to cheat the Government; yet he would venture to 
say there was nota more high-minded, honorable 
set of men in the community, than these operatives. 
If the allegations brought forward against them be 
true, how will the board cf ordnance excuse itself 
for suffering such a state of things to exist for so 
many years?—how will the inspecting officers stand 
excused for neglect of duty? Would not the fact 
prove that, if there were neglect and dereliction of 
duty anywhere, it was not among the workmen, 
but must be laid atthe doorof the board of ord- 
nance iise!{?} Who but that board fixed or ratified 
the rate of prices? Is not the present tariff of 
prices the same as existed before the change of su- 
perintendents in 18412 If this tariff be, as as- 
seried, one fixed by the workmen, must not the 
board of ordnance have incurred the charge of 
negiect of duty by not itself adjusting it ? 

{Je next proceeded to show that most of the an- 
swers to questions quoted by the Senator from Mis- 
souri are alleged by the workmen to be untrue. 
He only asked the siatements brought forward by 
the board of ordnance netto be considered alone, 
but in connexion with the statements of the work- 
men. 
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It seemed to him so perfectly clear that the su- 
perintendency should not be under the control of 
military men, that he could not help feeling aston- 
ished at the pertinacity with which the proposition 
to the contrary was maintained. There wassome- 
thing very offensive to mechanics in the idea of be- 
ing ruled by military discipline. They will not 
submit to it. It is only because the present ope- 
ratives are located, and cannot immediately dis- 
pose of their dwellings, that they continuc to work. 
When they quit, wandering mechanics, out of em- 
pioyment, may be, from time to time, collected and 
put to work under military rule; but they will not 
form such armories as bow exist. 

Mr. EVANS had but a few remarks to make. 
He could not concur with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts in the view he had taken of the subject. 
The Senator had dwelt with great emphasis on the 
interrogation, Were not the board of ordnance and 
inspeciors to blame if abuses and irregularities 
were suffered to exist? In the first place he (Mr. 
E.) understood the person, on whuse communica- 
ticn the Senator so much relied, was one uf the 
discharged superintendents; and he, himself, must 
be to blame if he did not report irregularities and 
abuses under his inspection. Bu: he would refer 
to the report of Lieutenant Colonel Taleoit to 
prove that these abuses and irregularities have 
been subjects of complaint for years upon years. 
So jong ago as 1832 they had come to such a pitch 
that this very change was then considered necessa- 
ry. He also maintained that, by a law of 1815, 
the board of ordnance was given full power to 
make the appointments which the Senator from 
Massachusetts contends no one but the President 
of the United States can make. 


He next defended the character of the board of 
commissioners appointed to make the inspection 
last July, from the imputations against the cenitle- 
mea of that board by the workmen. He denied 
that they could have been either prejudiced, par- 
tial, or governed by sinister motives, in their in- 
quiry or report. The Senator from Massachuseits 
says he has no confidence in the report. That 
may be a good reason for his hostility to it. But 
he (Mr. E.) had full confidence in it, and also 
in the charac'er and abilities of the members of the 
board of commissioners. 

He was satisfied that the results of the experi- 
ment for the year past would be such as to justify, 
to the fullest extent, the highest anticipations of 
those favorable to the new system of superintend- 
ence. He entered into some details to show what 
had already been done. 

He had no confidence in the representations of 
the armerers. They complain of the rules; but 
they are old rules and regulations, long ago estab- 
jished, though not enforced; and if these workmen 
engaged in the establishment under a full know- 
ledge thal they were to be subject to these rules 
and regulations, they have no right to complain. 
The rules are the same as those in force in every 
well-organized establishment of the country. 

Mr. BATES made a few more obzervations, in- 
troductory of a communication which be read, from 
the late superintendent of the armory at Spring- 
field. It was in the nature of a running commen- 
tary on the report of Col. Talcott. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he had listened 
with care to the remarks from all quarters of the 
Senate to-day, and had come to the conclusion that 
he was in error on Saturday, in voting for the 
amendment. He was now satisfied that abuses 
and irregularities did exis'; and he was, therefore, 
disposed to allow the board of ordnance to carry 
out the necessary remedy in its own way. He 
should, therefore, vote against the amendment. 

Mr. KING said that the developments made to- 
day induced him to change his vote also. He 
agreed with the Senator from New York in the pro- 
priety of leaving to the board of ordnance the 
carrying out of the reform which circumstances 
seem to demand. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on concurring with the commi'tee of the whole in 
the adoption of the first amendment to strike out 
the second section of the bill; and resulied, yeas 13, 
nays 21. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 


en 


Mr. BUCHANAN rose to renew the motion 
which he had made on Saturday, to strike out the 
third section of the bill, which proposed to abolish 
the oflice of Commissary General of Purchases. 

He wou!d detain the Senate but a few minutes 
upon this question. He had desired the postpone- 
ment of the question on Saturday, that there might 
be a full attendance of Senators; but he was sorry 
to perceive that the seats were now as empty as 
before. He had received very minute information 
upon this subject; and for it he was indebted to the 
Senator from Missouri, although he came to a 
very different conclusion to that at which the hon- 
orable Senator had arrived. The office in quesuon, 
he believed, had been established at Philadelphia 
about twenty years ago. And it was admitted, on 
all hands, it had been conducted in the best possi- 
ble manner. He had it upon the very best au- 
thority, tha’ all that was necessary to be done had 
been done, and that in the best possible manner. 
Indeed, it had been stated, ard he believed with 
correctness, that it had only been since the estab- 
lishment of the present office that the work had 
been done according to sample. There had not 
been a proper degree of responsibility, and the 
soldiers suffered ia consequence. Since its estab- 
lishment he believed there had not been a single 
complaint or representation from any quarter, re- 
quiring a change. 

The War Department was entirely satisfied 
with the manner in which the work was done; and, 
he would ask, then, where was the necessity for 
making a change? Should they be called on to do 
so, merely upon the suggestion of the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs?) He would ad- 
mit very cheerfully that considerations of private 
convenience and private distress ought not to pre- 
vent the Government from acting in such a man- 
ner as may be deemed requisite for the public in- 
terest; but, so long as there was no abuse to be re- 
medied—no injury to be redressed—what necessity 
~yas there for breaking up this establishment, and 

roducing very great distress and misery among 
be great number of females now employed. The 
vhairman had informed them that the work might 
ve done more cheaply—hat contracts had been of- 
fered to do the work at 20 per cert. less than it is 
now done. Ascertainly as this scheme was adopt- 
ed, and the work given out by contract, so certain- 
ly would the work be badly done, and the soldiery 
suffer, as they did before the establishment was 
formed. And he would ask if there was any great 
impropriety of placing the superintendence in the 
hands of a civilian? The quartermaster of the 
army, orone of his attachés, might be a very ca- 
pable person for discharging this duty; but he is 
not permanently located; he comes to-day, and 
goes to-morrow, at the command of his superior. 
But, in an cffice of this kind, there should be a per- 
son permanently located, responsible, and liable to 
pe removed in case he does not discharge his duty 
properly. He would ask again, then, why shouid 
there be a change? He hoped the Senate would 
not sanction a change, but leave we!l enough alone, 
until some inconvenience were shown to result 
from the continuance of the establishment. 

There might, at one time, have been political 
reasons for abolishing the office ; but no such rea- 
son cou'd now be said to exist. The result of 
placing the superintendence under the control of 
the Quartermaster’s Department would be to con- 
centrate every thing here. The removal of the es- 
tablishment to this place would be the necessary 
consequence, and he believed its removal wonld 
oceasion a great deal of suffering and distress. 

He had had an intention of saying a good deal 
upon this bill, and of the utter want, as it seemed 
to him, of a necessary and proper economy, that 
would follow from the disbanding of soldiers, and 
leaving the officers on pay; but he would take 
some other opportunity to do it. He hoped the 
Senate would strike out the section. 

Mr. BENTON did not know why the Senator 
from Pennsylvania should talk of removing the of- 
fice from Philadelphia: it was an office taken there 
about twenty years ago, for the purpose of having 
the work done on the most favorable terms. There 
was no special right that it should be there; but 
Philadelphia is a city where facilities are accumu- 
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lated—buildings have been erected at a cost of 
$100,000—and the language of the Quartermaster 
General is, that the work can be done there better 
and cheaper than elsewhere. He makes no sort 
of propozition to remove the establishment. It 
could not be removed here, without great impropri- 
eiy, and under appropriations for the p"rpose, 
which Congress would not be likely to grant. The 
Quartermaster General is obliged to keep an off- 
cer in Philadelphia, and his superintendent might 
as well have charge of the establishment as nol; 
and this can be done by dispensing with the ex- 
pense of a Commissary General of Purchases. 
The object was, to put this establishmeut under 
one of the bureaus. He was whoily opposed to 
allowing such offices to become political rewards 
for partisans. ‘The citizens of Philadelphia, taking 
an interest in the matier, had suffered themselves 
to be unnecessarily alarmed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had listened atten- 
tively during the whole debate; and though he 
would confess some abuses had been pointed out 
in the superintendence of the armuries, yet he was 
decidedly in favor still of a civil superintendence 
even over the armories. He could not comprehend 
why a civilian was unable to enforce the rules and 
regulations with as much efficiency, and with as 
much satisfaction to the workmen, as a military 
man. Though he was willing to defer to the opin- 
ions of those who had spoken upon the subject, 
yet he was convinced that it was infinitely betier to 
continue a civil superintendence. 

And here was an oflice in which there had been, 
confessedly, no abuse whatever; and it was one 
which, from its very nature, ought not to be in- 
trusted to a young and inexperienced officer. There 
was a degree of responsibility requisite, as well as 
permanent residence. Numberless contracts were 
required to be made; and the work to be done was 
in no way connected with military affairs, except 
to procure suitable clothing for the soldiers; and a 
civilian would be quite as good a judge in sucia 
matters as a militaiy man. 

If the Senator from Missouri had the power, 
and his lie could be perpetuated as long as I could 
desire it should be—[Mr. Benton. That would be 
too long]—he could never expect to place that es- 
tablishment on a better footing, by changing the 
present superintendence. The inevitable conse- 
quence of permitting the work to be done by gene- 
ral contract, would be, that it would be improperly 
done. The present arrangement was an excellent 
one. The Quartermaster General was a check 
uponfthe superintendent; but, by changing the sa- 
perintendence, the responsibility would be lost. 
The effect would be to create a new bureau in the 
War Depariment. He hoped, therefore, the Senate 
would permit ihe matter to remaia in the condition 
in which it had been for the last twenty years. 

Mr. PRESTON trusted that the argument of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania would have the effect 
which he (Mr. P.) conceived it ought to have—in 
favor of the change. The tendency of his argu- 
ment is, that this ought to be a great eleemosynary 
establishment, for the benefit of Philadelphia. 
Now, if the public interests required that the es- 
tablishment should be brought here, he could see 
no reason why it should be left in Philadelphia. 
These local interests, he hoped, were now broken 
up, ahd a wider and more comprehensive policy 
would prevail. The contracts may be given any- 
where—to a man in South Carolina, or a manin 
Boston; and there was no reason why itsheuld not, 
if the public interest required it. The Senator ad- 
mits the propriety of having the establishment un- 
der the contre! of some retiied general officer of 
the army; but he considers he ought to be com- 
pelled to live in Philadelphia, because a former gen- 
eral officer had located the estab!ishment there. 
That was a thing to be dependent upon the best in- 
terests of the Government. If these interests re- 
quire the continuance of the establishment in Phil- 
adelphia, it will be continued there. 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose, he said, to disabuse the 
Senate, and to set the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri right as to his(Mr. Bucnanan’s) wishing to 
favor a local monopoly. It was no such thing. 
He was merely contending that a civil officer would 
be better fitied for the superintendency of this mat- 
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ter, than a military one. And that, wherever the 
establishment might be located, (and that it would 
not long remain in Philacelphia, if the bill pasged, 
he fully believed,) the superintendent should bea 
man who was acquainted with the people, a per- 
manent resident amorg them. Asto the economy 
of the thing, when they came to consider the double 
r«tions, he would have s: mething to say upon that 
subject. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bucnanan’s 
motion to strike out the third section; and it was 
decided in the negative, without a count. 

Mr. KING moved to strike cut the fifth section 
of the act, as follow:: 


“That a competent person be employed by the Ordnance bu- 


reau, under the direction of the Secretary of War, for sich 
time as may be necessary, to superintend the manufacture of 
iron cannon at the several foundries where such cannon may3 
made under contracts with the United States, whose pay and 
emoluments shall not exceed those of a major of ordvance du 
riug the ume he shall be employed,” &c. 


Mr. K. considered this the first time an attempt 
had been made to make use of the power posses:ed 
by the department to create an office which can be 
dispensed with by adhering to the plan hitherto 
always found successiul. It was certainly more 
economical to let the cannon be cast by the con- 
tractors, and then tested. The loss would be theirs 
if the guns proved faulty. 

Mr. EVANS contended that the plan proposed 
in the bill was not new; it was recommended by 
Mr. Poinset!; and was found, by the experience of 
other countries, to be the most economical. A 
great savirg of both money and human life was 
made by testing the metal before it is cast. Guns 
were found to be more to be depended upon when 
thus cast under the inspection of competent inspec- 
tors, than when cast according to the old system. 

Mr. KING replied, reiterating his former argu- 
ments, and insisting that no test could be depend- 
ed on but that of the trial of the gun after it is cast. 
He considered this proposed regulation calculated 
to embarrass the foundries, and cause greater ex- 
pense without any adequate benefit. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the heads of the 
Oidnance depar!ment differed very widely from the 
Senator from Alabama. They propose to con- 
tinue the office, from the high estimate they make 
of the advantages already experienced by the em- 
pleyment of an inspecting officer. He would 
read a report on the subject. He then read the re- 
port. In consequence of the information obtained 
by an experienced commission sent to Europe, a 
system of most successful and valuable improve- 
ments was in progress for the testing of guns; and, 
besides, the salary proposed for the inspecting of- 
ficer will not exceed $1,500—a sam disproportion- 
ale with the immense benefits. 

Mr. BENTON moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked the Senator to suspend 
his motion. ‘There was a case of urgency, re- 
quiring the Senate to go into executive session; 
and, with the Senator’s leave, be would move to 
go into executive session. 

Mr. BENTON assenting, 

The Senate went into executive session, and 
shortly after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WepnesDay, June 29, 1842. 

Mr. HOPKINS presented the petition of John 
Sarroll and two hundred and eighty-five others, 
citizens of Carroll county, Virginia, praying for 
the establishment of a post-route from Christians- 
burg to Flillsville. 
Also, a petition from Joseph W. Davis and 
twenty-five others, citizens of Smyth county, Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating against the removal of the 
district court of the United States from Wytheville 
to Abingdon. 
Mr. VAN BUREN presented the petition of 
Maria Osirander, widow of William Ostrander, 
praying for balance of pension. 
Also, the petition of the heirs of Elizabeth Eils- 


balance of pension. 

Mr.R. D. DAVIS presented the memorial of Ben- 
jamin Arnold of New York for a tariff; and the pe- 
tution of Samugl Shopter, and fifty-four others, for a 
repeal of the day on cotton, 


worth, widow of William Ellsworth, praying for | 
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Under the order of 29th March, Mr. HUNT 
laid on the Clerk’s table this day the memorial of 
Richard P. Herrick et al. of Greenburg, cornty 
of Rensselaer and State of New York, in favor 
of protecting American labor and industry, by a 
tariff sufficient at the same time to supply the wants 
of Government. 

Mr. PROFFIT offered the following resolutions, 
which were considered and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 


inform the House whether any collectors, or other officers of 
the customs, have retained, and still hold, any moneys received 
by them from fines, penalties, and forfeitures, accruing since 
the 3d day of March, 1841; andif any such officer does retain 
moneys, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to fur- 
nish to this House the names of such officers, and the amounts 
retained. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform this House whether any opinion of the Attorney General 


has been given on the subject ofthe right of retention, by officers 
of the customs, of moneys now accruing under tbe head of 
“fines, penalties, and forfeitures; sndifany such opinion has 


been given, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to 
furnish this House with a copy of the same. : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform this House whether he has ordered any officer of the 
customs retaining moneys «ccruing since the 3d of March, 
184), under the head of “ fines, penalties, and forfeitures,” to 
jay said moneys into the treasury of the United Siates; and 
whether any officer of the customs has refused or neglected to 
pay over said moneys ; and, if so, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is directed to furnish the names of such officers neglecung 
or refusing to obey his order. 

Mr. ADAMS called up his reso'ution on the 
subject of the Presidenv’s signature to the appor- 
tionment bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution being 
the unfinished business that was taken up by gen- 
eral consent, it would be the first business in the 
regular order; and that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. AnpreEws] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ANDREWS having yielded the fleor— 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the Honse at considera- 
ble fength in support of the resolution, contenting 
that the President, by filing in the State Depart- 
meat his reasons for signing the bill, had violated the 
Constitution and the Jaws of the country. He al- 
luded to the fact that one Siate had already re- 
fused to comply with the provisions of the law. 
The House of Representatives of New ftlamp- 
shire had, by a large majority, declared it inexpe- 
dient to district the Siaic. The S+nate, however, 
as he understood, by a unanimous vole, refused 
to concur with ihe ELfouse in this proceeding. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that the disagreement 
alluded to by the gentleman from iM +-sachusetts, 
of the Senate, to the resolutions passed on this 
subject by the House of Reprezentatives of New 
Hampshire, indicated no dissent from the main 
purport of the resolutions. The Senate subsiiiuted 
for the resolutions of the House, by way of amend- 
ment, other resolutions, the wording of which they 
preferred. The two Houses having been unable 
to agrce, and each preferring their cwn method of 
reaching the same object, the Senate passe: reso- 
lations equally strong with those of the House, 
declining to district the State for the election of 
Representatives to Congress, and expressing their 
opinion of the unconstitutionality of any Jaw of 
Congress requiring the Legislature thus to district 
the State. 

Mr. ADAMS said he was sorry ‘o hear the state- 
ment from the gentleman from New Elampshire. 
He regretted the action of the Senate had not beea 
snch as he had heard. But that fact only fortified 
his argument. It was probable that other States 
would refuse to district themselves, and then this 
protest or paper from the President vould stand 
among ihe archives of the Government, to justify 
them in their course. He spoke for some time in 
opposition to the President and the policy of his 
administration. Under such a captain as the pres- 
emt, he thought the post of honor would soon be 
the private station. 

Afier Mr. A. had concluded— 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the pre- 
vious question; which was sustained—ayes 75, 
noes 72. 

The question recurring, ‘Shall the main question 
be now put?” 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and pays; 
which were ordered; and the result was—yeas 107, 
nays 97. 

Mr. ADAMS then expressed a desire to modify 
the resolution; but objection was made, 


a a a 





iis 


Bt SORE GS 


peer alk 


7 


8 Nd 


oe a 


ae ee 








—— 


¢ 
a 
—~ 


694 


a s/o 











Mr. BOYD moved to jay the whole subject on 
the table; and called for the ayes and noes on the 
motion, 


The House refused to lay on the table—yeas 91, 

mays 107, as follows: 
4 

YEAS—-Mesars. Arrington, Atherton. Barton, Beeson, Bid- 
Jack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewste:, A. Vo Brown, C. Brown, 
Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, 
Casey, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Fastman, 
John C, Eidiwards, Egbert, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gilmer, Wm. O Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Halsted, Harris, 
Hasungs, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, C. J. 
Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnsen, John W. Jones, 
Andrew Keonedy, Lewis, Lituefield, Abraham McClellan, Rob- 
eit McClellan. McKay, Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, John 
T. Mason, Mathews, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riegs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
Wim. Smith, Steenrod, Stokely, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompeon, Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, James W. Willianis, Wise, and Wood—91 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Audrewa, 8S. J 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycriez. Babcook, Baker, Baruaid, Birds: 
eye, Blair, HRoardmau, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, John Campbell, 
William &. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childa, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Deberry, J. Edwards, Everett, Fes- 
sernden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Howard, 
Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Jaines, J. P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Thomas IF. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mattox, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, Pen- 
dieton, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph 
Read, Ridgway, Rodaey William Russell, James M. Ruseeil, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Sol- 
lers, Stanly, Alexander I. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Tripleu, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph 
L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
Jvhn Young—107 


The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE called up the Indian appro- 
pnation bill, which was on its third reading. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. GWIWN said he had an additional section 
which he wished to be inserted by general consent. 
It was read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That no portion of the money 


herein appropriated shall be drawn from the treasury except 
upon warrant, signed by the Secretary of War, and counter- 
signed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; and each war- 
rant shall specify on 1s face the item o1 expenditure named in 
this act that it is intended to meet; andthe money thus drawn 
sha'! be used only forthe purposes named in the warrant; and 
all balances of appropriations heretofore made, and remaining 
unexpended, shal! be forthwith paid into the treasury of the 
United States, and shall not be withdrawn therefrom, except in 
the manner herein prescribed. 


_ Mr. FILLMORE objected to the amendment, 
inasmuch as it proposed a change in the legisla- 
4i00 On the subject. 


Mr. GWIN then said he must move a recom- 
mitment of the bill to the Commiitee of the Whole 
On the state of the Union, with instructions to add 
the section which he had drawn up. The bill had 
come into the House from the committee rather 
hastily, and he thought the abuses in the Indian 
deparimeat required reform. 


After a brief conversational debate between 
Messrs. FILLMORE, THCMPSON of Iadiana, 
and COOPER of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. McKAY addressed the House at considera- 
ble length. In the course of his speech, he was 
interrupted by the appearance of John Tyler, jr. 
esq., below the bar, with a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

There were loud cries of “Read it,” buat other 
gentlemen desired the business before the House to 
be proceeded with, and Mr. McKay continaed. 

Mr. GILMER, afier some remarks, offered the 
following as a modification of the amendment, with 
the view of making the clause prospective in ils 
Operation: 

And be it further enacted, That all appropriations for the 
currentand contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes, which 
shall remain unexpe: ded for two years, or which shall here- 
after remain unexpended for two years, shall be paid into the 
treasury, to the credit of the surplus fund. 

Mr. GWiN having accepied the modification — 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some remarks in 
opposilion to the provision of $300,000 for paying 
the debis of the ‘liami Indians, which, he said, 
would be productive of a great deal of fraud, prac- 
tised by designing persons; and suggested the re- 
commiiment of the bill, with the view of striking 
out that provision. 

Mr. GRAHAM, after some remarks, offered a 
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further modification of the amendment, by insert- 
ing the words “excepting the Cherokee fund;” which 
modification was aiso accepted. 

After some remarks from Mr. THOMPSON cf 
Indiana, he concluded by moving the previous 
question; which was secondec, and the niain ques- 
lion ordered 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, 

The question being taken on the passage of the 
bill, resulted in yeas 114, nays 84, viz: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Robert L. Caruthers, Zadok Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, 
Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, 
Giddings, Granger, Green, Habvershain, Hall, Halsted, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, Marchand, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Pen- 
dieton, Pope, Proffit, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Roduey, William Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, Siokely, Jo!in T. Stuart, Summers, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomperon, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Jo- 
seph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and John 
Young—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ay- 
crigg, Beeson, Black, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Mil- 
ton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William Butieys, 
W. O. Batler, G. W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, 
Cifford, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastinan, John C Edwards, Eg- 
bert, Ferris, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, 
Harris, Hays, Houston, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Lewis, Linn, Litilefield, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thomson Mason, Medill, Parmenter, Patridge, 
Payne, Pickens, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rheu, Riggs, Roose- 


velt, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sprigg, Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Ward, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Christo 
pher H, Williams, and Wood—s4. 


Mr. CUSHING then suggested that the House 
proceed to consider the message of the President; 
and, no objection having been made, the Clerk 
read the message, as follows: 


To the Howse of Representatives : 

I return the bill which originated in the House 
of Representatives, entitled “‘ An act to extend, for 
a limited pericd, the present laws for laying and 
collecting duties on imports,” with the tollowing 
objections : 

It suspends—in other words, abrogates for the 
time—the provision of the act of 1833, common- 
ly called the “compromise act.” The only 
ground on which this departure from the solemn 
adjustment of a great and agitating question seems 
to have been regarded as expedient, is the alleged 
necessity of establishing, by legislative enactments, 
rules and regulations for assessing the duties to 
be levied on imports, after the 30th June, accord. 
ing to rhe bome valuation ; and yet the bill ex- 
pressly provides that ‘if, before the 1st of August, 
there be no further legislation upon the subject, 
the laws for laying and collecting duties shall be 
the same as though this act had not been passed.” 
In other words, that the act of 1833, imperfect as 
it is considered, shall in that case continue to be, 
and to be executed, under such rules and regula- 
tions as previous statutes had prescribed, or had 
enabled the Execative Department to prescribe for 
that purpose, leaving the supposed chasm in the 
revenue laws such as it was before. 


I am certainly far from beiag disposed to deny 
that additional legislation upon the subject is very 
desirable; on the contrary, the necessity, as well as 
difficulties, of establishing uniformity in the ap- 
praisements to be made in conformity with the true 
intention of that act, was brought to the notice of 
Congress in my message to Congress at the open- 
ing of its present session. But however sensibie I 
may be of the embarrassments to which the Execu- 
tive, in the absence of all aid from the superior 
wisdom of the Legislature, will be liable, in the 
enforcement of the existing laws, I have not, with 
the sincerest wish to acquiesce in its expressed will, 
been able to persuade myself that the exigency of 
the occasion is so great as to justify me in signing 
the bill in question, with my present views of its 
character and effects, The existing laws, as I am 


advised, are sufficient to authorize and enable the 
collecting officers, under the directions of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to jevy the duties imposed by 
the act of 1833. 

That act was passed under peculiar circum- 
stances, to which itis not necessary that I should 
do more than barely allude. What may be, in 
theory, its character, I have always regarded it as 
imparting the highest moral obligation. It has 
now existed for nine years, unchanged in any es- 
sential parucular, with as general acquiescence, it 
is believed, of the whole country, as that country 
has ever manifested for any of her wisely estab- 
lished institutions, It has insured to it the repose 
which always flows from timely, wise, and mod- 
era'e counsels—a repose the more striking, because 
of the long and angry egitations which pieceded it. 
This salutary law proclaims, in express terms, the 
principle which, while it led to the abandonment of 
a scheme of indireci taxation founded on a false ba- 
sis, and pushed to dangerous excess, justifies any 
enlargement of duties that may be called for by 
the real exigencies of the public service. It pro- 
vides ‘that duties shall be laid for the purpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an 
economical administration of the Government.” 
It is therefore in the power of Congress to lay cu- 
lies as high as its discretion may dictate, for the ne- 
cessary uses of the Government, without infrin- 
ging upon the objects of the act of 1833. I do not 
doubt that the exigencies of the Government do re- 
quire an increase of the tariff of duties above 20 
per cent.; and I as little doubt that Congress may, 
above as wellas below that rate, so discriminate 
as to give incidental protection to manufacturing 
industry—thus to make the burdens which it is 
compelled to impose upon the people, for the pur- 
poses of Government, productive of a double bene- 
fit. This, most of the reasonable opponents of 
protective duties seem willing to concede; and, if 
we may judge from the manifestations of public 
opinion in all quarters, this is all that the manu- 
facturing interests really require. I am happy in 
the persuasion that this double object can be most 
easily and effectually accomplished, at the present 
juncture, without any departure from the spirit and 
principle of the statute in question. The manu- 
facturing classes have now an opportunity, which 
may never occur again, of permanently identifying 
their interests with those of the whole country, and 
making them, in the highest sense of the term,a 
national concern. The moment is propitious to 
the interests of the whole country, in the iatroduc- 
tion of harmony among all its paris and all its sev- 
eral interests. The same rate of imposts, and no 
more, as will most surely re-establish the public 
credit, will secure to the manufacturer all the pro- 
tection he ought to desire, with every prospect of 
permanence and stability which the hearty acqui- 
escence of the whole country, on a reasonable sys- 
tem, can hold out to him. 


But of this universal acquiescence, and the har- 
mony and confidence, and the many other benefi's 
that will certainly result from it, I regard the sus- 
pension of the law for distributing the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands as an indispens- 
able condition. This measure is, in my judgment, 
cailed for by a large number, if not a great major- 
ity, of the people of the United States; by the state 
of the public credit and finances; by the critical 
posture of our various foreign relations; and, 
above all, by that most sacred of all duties—pub- 
lic faith. The act of September last, which pro- 
vides for the distribution, couples it inseparably 
with the condition, that it shall cease—first, in case 
of war; second, as soon and so long as the rate 
of duties shall, for any reason whatever, be raised 
above 20 per cent. Nothing can be more clear, 
express, or imperative, than this language. It 
is in vain to allege that a deficit in the treasury 
was known to exist, and that means were taken to 
supply this deficit by lean when the act was_ 
passed. Itistrue that a loan was authorized at 
the same session during which the distribution law 
was passed; but the mostsanguine of the friends 
of the two measures entertained no doubt but that 
the loan would be eagerly sought after and taken 
up by capitalists, and speedily reimbursed by a 
country destined, as they hoped, soon to enjoy an 





overflowing prosperity. The very terms of the 
loan, making it redeemable in three years, demon- 
Strate this beyond all cavil. Who, at the time, 
foresaw or imagined the possibility of the present 
real state of things, when a nation that has paid off 
ber whole debt since the last peace, while all the 
diher great powers have been increasing theirs, 
and whose resources, already so great, are yet but 
in the infancy of their development, should be 
compelled to haggle in the money-market for a pal- 
try sum not equal to one year’s revenue upon her 
economical system? If the distribution law is to 
be indefinitely suspended, according not only to 
its own terms, but by universal consent, in the case 
of war, wherein are the actual exigencies of the 
country, or the moral obligation to provide for 
them, less under present circumstances, than they 
could be were we actually engaged in war? It 
appears to me to be the indispensable duty of all 
concerned in the administration of public affairs to 
see that a state of things so humiliating and so 
perilous should not last a moment longer than is 
absolutely unavoidable. Much less excusable 
should we be in parting with any portion of our 
Available means, at least until the demands of the 
treasury are fully supplied. But, besides the ur- 
gency of such considerations, the fact is undenia- 
ble, that the distribution act could not have become 
a law without the guaranty in the proviso ef the 
act itself. 

This connexion, thus meant to be inseparable, is 
severed by the bill presented tome. The bill vio- 
lates the principle of the acts of 1833 and Sep- 
tember, 1841, by suspending the first, and render- 
ing, for a time, the last inoperative. Duties above 
20 per cent. are proposed to be levied, and yet the 
Proviso in the distribution act is disregarded. The 
proceeds of the sales are to be distributed on the 
Ast of August; so that, while the duties proposed to 
de enacted exceed 20 per cent., no suspension of 
the distribution to the States is permiited to take 
place. To abandon the principle for a month, is 
to open the way for its total abandonment. If 
such is not meant, why postpone at all? Why not 
let the distribution take place on the Ist of July, if 
the law so direcis? (which, however, is regarded as 
questionable.) But why wot have limited the pro- 
vision to that effect? Is it for the accommodation 
of the treasury? I see no reason tou believe that 
the treasury will be in better condition to meet the 
payment on the lst of August than on the Ist of 
July. 

The bill assumes that a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands is, by existing laws, to be 
made on the Ist day of July, 1842, notwith- 
Standing there has been an imposition of duties on 
imports exceeding 20 per cent. up to that day, 
and directs it to be made on the Ist of August 
next. Itseems to me very clear that this conclu- 
sion is equally erroneous and dangerous; as it 
would divert from the treasury a fund sacredly 
pledged for the general purposes of the Govern- 
ment, in the event of a rate of duty above 20 
per cent. being found necessary for an economical 
administration of the Government. 

The bill under consideration is designed only as 
a temporary measure; and thus a temporary meas- 
sure, passed merely for the convenience of Con- 
gress, is made to affect the vital principle of an im- 
portant act. If the proviso of the act of Septem- 
ber, 1841, can be suspended for the whole period 
of atemporary law, why not for the whole period 
of a permanent Jaw? In fact,a doubt may be 
well entertained, according to strict legal rules, 
whether the condition, having been thus expressly 
suspended by this bill, and rendered inapplicable 
to a case where it would otherwise have clearly 
applied, will not be considered as ever after satis- 
fied and gone. Without expressing any decided 
opinion on this point, I see enough in it to justify 
me in adhering to the law as it stands, in preference 
to subjecting a condition so vitally affecting the 
peace of the country, and so solemnly enacted at a 
momentous crisis, and so steadfastly adhered to 
ever since, and so replete, if adhered to, with good 
to every interest of the country, to doubtful or cap- 
tious interpretation. 

In discharging the high duties thus imposed on 
me by the Constitution, 1 repeat to the House 
































| rate, at the next Congress. 
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my entire willingness to co-operate in all financial 


| measures, constitutional and proper, which in its 
| wisdom it may judge necessary and proper to re- 


establish the credit of the Government. I believe 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
being restored to the treasury—or, more properly 
speaking, the proviso of the act of September, 1841, 


| being permitted to remain in full force—a tariff of 
| duties may easily be adjusted, which, while it will 


yield a revenue sufficient to maintain the Govern- 
ment in vigor, by restoring its credit, will afford 
ample protection, and infuse a new hope into all 
our manufacturing establishments. The condition 


| of the country calls for such legislation, and it will 
| afford me the most sincere pleasure to co-operate 


in it. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, June 29, 1842. 


Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then obtained the 
floor, and said he did not propose to enter into an 
elaborate discussion of the message. He wished 
it to be printed, and then he could examine it at 
leisure. 

Mr. CUSHING here said he wished to submit 
the ordinary motion that the message be entered on 
the journal, and printed; and that the House now 
proceed to reconsider the bill, according to the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. W.COST JOHNSON presumed the mes- 
sage would, as a matter of course, go on the jour- 
nal. He was one of those who thought it imma- 
terial whether this measure, which had thus been 
vetoed by the President, passed at the present ses- 
sion or not. He foresaw that the subject-matter of 
the tariff and the distribution law would come up 
for final discussion during the present, or, at any 
Eis object in rising, at 
this time, was merely to state that at this important 
crisis—this great juncture in the affairs of the na- 
tion—he was anxious to introduce a system of 
measures which would carry relief to the Govern- 


| ment, and renovate and reinvigorate the whole 


country. He now gave notice that he would take 
the earliest occasion to bring forward that system 
of measures, and in such a manner as to bring the 
House to an expression of opinion upon their 
merits. 

He should not, as he had said, discuss the docu- 
ment sentin from the President. He was willing 
to let that officer go on and use the powers intrust- 
ed to him by the Constitution in hisown way. But, 
at the same time, using those rights which belonged 
to him as a Representative of the people, he should 
lay before the House a system of measures which 
he thought was calculated to relieve the embarrass- 
ments of the people, and preserve the faith of the 
Government and the States. He took occasion to 
avow his object at the present time, because, as he 
had formerly said, the rules of the House were 
such as to prevent a free discussion, except by mere 
chance. He should present his project in the form 
of a bill, of the same shape as that brought for- 
ward in 1790, when a law was passed comprising 
an entire system of revenue legislation, and adopt- 
ing a large class of the State debts. He should 
bring forward such a measure, pledging the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands as a sinking fund for the 
liquidation of the debts assumed. 

Here Mr. CARUTHERS rose to a question of 
order, and contended that the gentleman could not 
argue the question of assumption on the present 
subject before the House. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON said he could find 
a text in the message whereon to hang all he had 
to say. 

The SPEAKER decided the question to be on 
the passage of the bill vetoed by the President, 
and that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wm. 
Cost Jonnson] had a right to suggest other modes 
of accomplishing the object sought after in the bill 
before the House. 

Considerable conversation here took place be- 
tween Messrs. BARNARD, CUSHING, and the 
SPEAKER, as to the subject actually before the 
House; whether it was the motion to print the 
President’s message, or the passage of the bill, not- 
withstanding the objections of the President. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON continued. He 
said he should prefer to have the reconsideration 
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postponed until to-morrow, and let the message be 
printed in the meantime. He believed the sub- 
ject would open a vast field for discussion. But 
his object was mainly to convince gentiemsn that 
his scheme for the assumption of the State debts 
was not so visionary as was imagined. He 
thought that the best consequences would result 
from it. When we saw our country embarrassed, 
a large number of articles entering her ports duty- 
free, ber Government lethargic and apathetic—in- 
different to the powers it possessed, and stealing 
the property of the States, the public domain, that 
now entered the vast maw of the Federal treasury— 
when we sawthe Government drying up large 
sources of revenue to the States, and other perni- 
cious consequences growing out of its present pol- 
icy—it was, he thought, high time to examine the 
subject, and to inquire for some remedy. 

His belief was, that if Congress would assume 
the debts of the States, pledging the redundant reve- 
nues that would flow from a proper tariff and from 
the proceeds of the public lands, it would at once 
re-establish confidence in the country, and invigor- 
a'e every departmentof life. Having thus notified 
the House of his intention to bring it to a direct 
vote upon the scheme which he had suggested, he 
would now move that the message be printed, and 
its consideration postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. HOLMES next obtained the floor, and en- 
chained the attention of the House for some time. 
He commenced by remarking that there was often 
a crisis in the affairs of a nation, where the energy 
and independence of one man redeemed and saved 
it from the evil on which it had fallen. He knew 
not an oceasion since be had been a member in 
that ball, watching the progress of events, and ihe 


had felt more in the spirit of offering a thanksgiving 
than he did now to the President, for the manly act 
which that officer had performed. This veto had 
given the friends of the bill (now returned and 
lying on the Speaker’s table) an opportunity to re- 
flect upon—he would not say the madness of their 
course, but to consider well before they again un- 
dertook to violate a compromise entered into be- 
tween the contending industry of the North and 
the almost expiring industry of the South. It had 
been well said that the Government has seen nine 
years of the operation of this compromise to the 
advantage of one of the contracting parties. Now, 
after these long years have passed away, and the 
cup is about te be banded to us, it is to be dashed 
from our lips, and the sacred instrument of com- 
promise violated. But the President has arrested 
the design which, without his interference, would 
soon have been accomplished, 

When this message should be spread upon the 
records of the House, testifying that the President 
has had the energy and resolution to place himself 
between the action of Congress and the institutions 
of this country, and to save the one from the vio- 
lence of the other, it would hand down his char- 
acter to ages that are to come after us. Let his 
conduct be what it may in future, let his course be 
as it has been heretofore, this act has shown that 
he had the courage and the energy to stand up 
between the institutions of the country and its Con- 
gress. 

What bas he done? It must be confessed that 
this act precipitates the President into a bold posi- 
tion. In sending the bill to him, this Congress, 
said, in effect, “You must eitser make it a law, or 
you shall make an issue with us before the coun- 
try, at a time of great difficulty—when the treasury 
is empty—our foreign relations unsettled—and the 
people quivering under repeated excitement and 
embarrassments.”” But he has taken his stand; 
and the party now know thai if they carry this 
measure again, it will be vetoed again, unless they 
can carry it by an overwhelming majority in both 
Houses. 

This act will place the President in the front 
rank of the people. In that front he wiil remain; 
and, while so, the people will sustain him. 

He hoped there would be no postponement of 
this bill till to-merrew; but that it would be now 
considered. He wished to see who would still 
stand up to the principles it contained. He want- 
ed to know who were willing to peril everything—y 


downward tendency of this Government, when he: 
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even their own manufactures—{or the sake of having || fairs than when the Bank vetoes came there; be- 


a division of the spvils—the proceeds of the public 
lands. 

Mr. GRANGER said he would address a few 
words to the House, and particularly to its majori- 
ty, in relation to the document just laid before it. 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hotmres] 
bad intimated that this was the time for the major- 
ity to tread backward. He (Mr.@) said to that 
majority, that this was the day for them to stand to 
their ground, or the interests of their States would 
be sacrificed. 

He referred to the charge of hostility to the pres- 
ent Administration, so often made against the ma- 
jority inthe House. As for himself, he appea'ed 
to his recorded votes, and to those friends whose in- 
timacy with him had given them an opportunity of 
knowing tim best, whether he had ever made a 
vote or am expression denoiing a purpose of hos- 
tility against the Administration. Look to his 
voles, and see if he had refused it the sinews of 
war—liberal supplies. But the question was dif- 
ferentnow. It was no more nor less than whether 
Congress would declare that the States should here- 
after have no interest whatever in the public do- 
main. There was nota man acquainted with the 
subject who would assert that 20 per cent. duties 
on imports were sufficient to defray the expenses 
of the Government. What, then, was to be the 
condition on which alone distribution could be 
mad:? Only when 20 per cent. upon imports 
would defray the expenses of the Government—a 
contingency it were needless to expect. 

He had a few words to say in connexion with 
the interests of the States and the manufacturers. 
He called on the manufacturers to meet the ques- 
tion as men. Let it wear away with its Southern 
aspect and the party feelings which had been as- 
sociated with it. They would soon see who could 
bear the present state of things the longex—the 
manufacturers of the North, or the people of the 
South. [Cries of ‘“‘agreed.”] 

When the message of the President was read, he 
had in bis hand a New York paper professing to 
give the language of the Presideat on this subject 
in 1829. He qnoted from the paper to show that 
the President was then in favor of distribution, 
without reference to the compromise act. He bad 
supposed that such were the views of the Presi- 
dent until March 25th, when he sent in a message 
recommending the suspension of the distribution 
law. [le was amazed when he first found a chang> 
in the President’s views. He was surprised when 
he heard that the distribution was passed at the ex- 
tra session in contempiation of a surplus in the 
treasury from 20 per cent. duties on imports. He 
spoke for some time in favor of keeping up a high 


rate of duties, and also of distributing the proceeds | 


of the sales of the pablic lands. 

He begged that the majori'y might meet the 
question, as became them, at oner—come what 
might. He was willing to take his share of the 
responsibility as a member of the party that fought 
and won the battle of 1840. Tie was determined 
now, as well as iben, to stand up for his principles, 
and those of the Whig party, [criecs of ‘‘What 
were they?”’] 

For himself, and for his political associajes of 
this House and of this nation, he would declare 
ihat they came into power on principles which 
they were bound to defend; for they believed them 
to be the only principles on which this Govern- 
ment ought to be carried on. They owed it to 
themselves, and to their republican institutions, to 
maizitain these principles; and if they were true to 
those principles, as sure as day shall foliow night, 
they could noi be false to any one. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said it was unfortunate 
that they bad entered upon this debate. He had 
hoped the message would have been prinied, and 
that the consideration of it would have been post- 
poned until to-morrow; but he could not consent to 
‘be silent, without first entering his protest against 
the manner in which it bad been received and 
treated by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Hotmes.] He considered this one of the 
most important even's which had ever happened 
since the Cons!ffution had Leen adopted. He con- 


sidered if an infinitely more important grisis ef af-- 


cause this did not pretend to be placed on consti- 
tutional grounds, nor any other than that of expe- 
diency. Asd at what a time had this message 
come to them? Why, though they all knew the 
act to be constitutional which had just been re- 
turned to them, they also knew that, after to-mor- 
row, all duties were to be reduced to 20 per cent. 
The President had been pleased tu say, In the mes- 
sage which he had given them, that he could goon, 
and that he was advised that, under Executive iu- 
struction, regulations could be made by which 
they could go on; and it appeared that he was go- 
ing on, by Executive mandate, to colleci from 
Maine to New Orleans the 20 per cent. duties; but 
he (Mr. 8S.) gave it as his opinion that the duties 
could not be collected aft@ the 30th June, unless 
Congress should make the necessary regulations. 

The gentleman from South Carolina said that 
the President had marched up to the question bold- 
ly, and that he stood between the National Leg s- 
lature and the people—between the National Legis- 
lature and the rights of the country. Had i', then, 
come to this? and were they to lock to the Execu- 
tive for the suppert of our institutions? And against 
whom? The Representatives of the people! And 
how? Onan ordinary act of Jegisjation, in which 
the ground of difference was merely one of opin- 
ion as to the expediency of the measure. This veto 
power he declared would ride over the liberties of 
the country; and it would be no longer a land ef 
liberty or of representative government. In one 
single Congress they had had the exercise of this 
veto power for the third time; while in the country 
from whitch we derived our institutions, no soyver- 
eign dared thus to have exercised it. He regretted 


. to be compelled to make these remarks, without 





having first an opportunity to examine the mes- 
sage; but his impression was, that it revied mainly 
on the ground of expediency; and expediency, after 
two committees of this House, and the President's 
own Secretary of the Treasury, had reported bills 
evidently inconsistent with the President’s interpre- 
tation of the compromise act. He made gentlemen 
welcome to all the protection they could get out of 
the incidental protection which the President was 
disposed to concede under a bill of 20 per cent. 
He really believed that the consequence oi this veto 
was to bring them near a dissolution of the Gov- 
ernment, unless God, in his good providence, : hould 
interfere in their bebalf. 


The matier now stood on a difference of opinion, 
too, respecting the public lands: but had the Pre-i- 
dent any conscieatious scruples at the last session? 
Did he not recommend that measure? And did he 
not approve the bill? Inexpediency! He talked, 
too, of violated faith! And the gentleman from 
S.uth Carolina rose there, asd broke out in excla- 
mations of joy and thanksgiving, as though the 
hour of deliverance had come. [Laughter.} He 
(Mr. SattonstTaty) could not let the opportunity 
pass without entering his protest against the course 
which the gentleman had pursued; and he hoped 
now that the message would be printed, and that 
they should proceed deliberately to consider it; and 
he hoped something would be speedily done to save 
them from ihe humiliation, and deep disgrace, and 
danger to the country, into which they had been 
breught. 

Mr FILLMORE regretted this debate, and said, 
if he had obtained the floor at an earlier period, 
he should have submitted a proposition by which 
they could have postponed the debate on this most 
extraordinary message to another day. He was 
unfortunate enough not to catch the Speaker’s eye, 
and the debate had been opened; and indeed he did 
did not know now that he regretted it: it was the 
first spontaneous outbreak on receiving that extra- 
ordinary message. ([Laughter.] And what did 
it profess? On what principles was it based? Why, 
the President wou!d not consent to a distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands, even fora single 
day; but though that was the profession, he (Mr. 
Fittmore) begged to say that it appeared to him 
to bea mere pretence—and he said it with all due 
deference and respect for the Execu'ive majesty of 
the nation. [Laughter.] What was the law which 
was passed by both Houses of Congress, and which 
had been vetoed, and now lay on their table for 
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reconsideration? It was a law authorizing the col- 
lection of such duties for a single month, as had 
been colJected since January Jast, that they might 
consider a bill to provide a permanent revenue for 
the nation. It wasa bill, also, which postponed 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
uutil the expiration of that month, and until Con- 
gress should provide by imposts a sufficient supply 
to meet the wants of thetreasury. But what was 
the effect of the veto? It reduced the duties on 
imports to 20 per cent., and authorized distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands; for the distri- 
“ution would take place, in consequence of this veto, 
the day after tomorrow. Did not the reasons as- 
cigned by the President then appear like pretence? 

He was not surprised at the joy which the veto 
gave to gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
zs it was probably but the consummation of a 
treaty that had long been understood to be in nego- 
tiation. [Laughter.] If this were the ratification 
of such a treaty, he gave the other side of the 
House joy of its conquest; and he should shed no 
iears that the Executive had passed into the appro- 
priate place. 

However, considering the great interests here in- 
volved, he hoped this message would be laid over 
until toemorrow, and that it would be printed; this 
would give them more time for consideration, for 
he was free to confess that he believed they were 
approaching a crisis which would shake this 
Union to its centre. Time would determine who 
was to yield and who was right; time would 
determine whether the President or the Representa- 
tives of the people should provide the ways and 
means (oO carry on this Government in the way 
they thought best, so long as they violated no prin- 
ciple of the Constitution. The President had told 
them he had taken this power into his own hands, 
and that the law passed by Congress was unneces- 
sary; and the question arose, whether Congress 
should legislate, or the President. 


Some friend had handed to him a note stating 
ihat the President in this veto message had indi- 
cited that he was willing to violate the principles 
of the compromise act, by carrying duties up 
above twenty per cent., and that he would discrim- 
inate in favoro: manufactures. Why,then,he ask 
ed, was there so much joy on the other side of the 
House? His (Mr. Fittmore’s) friends should 
have known that the joy manifested on the other 
side of the House was not on account of any prin- 
ciple involved in the compromise ect, but because, 
with the characteristic principles of their party, they 
went fcr the spoils. (Laughier.) He again gave 
that party joy of the conquest they had made; but 
he intended no disrespect to the Chief Magisira‘e— 
(“Oh no, certainly not,” and laughter)—but, when 
it was a question between his country and the 
cearest interests of the people, or of this House on 
the one hand, and the &xecutive on the other, he 
should not hesitate to take part against all usurpa- 
tion. 

Mr. CUSHING replied generally to the assail- 
ents of the Executive. He said, amongst other 
things, that the gentleman migit be right, and that 
there was no law for the collection of revenue: 
but what, then, was the duty of this House? Was 
this the only law that could be passeu? He be- 
lieved such a law as was required might be passed 
in an hour, and that it was the duty of the House 
to provide such a law. 

He next commented on the observations of the 
gentleman who had preceded him, with remarks 
on the operation of the distribution aet on the ls, 
of July. He begged gentlemen to read that actt 
and especially the two causes for the suspension 
of distribution—the one a state of war, and the 
other the collection of duties above 20 per cent. But 
the gentleman from New York said this was a great 
crisis in the affairs of the United States, as well asin 
the relation of parties; and that this was an extraor- 
dinary message. Now, he cared nothing for the 
relation of parties, {laughter;}] and, thank Heaven, 
the people of the United States were beginning to 
be disabused, not only of the tyranny of party, but 
still more that their interests were to be sacrificed 
to the aspirations of party men. He (Mr. C.) 


cared not for party; but he did care for the great 
and material interests of the people of the United 
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States. 
men spoke? Theterm “crisis” was so frequently 
vsed, and it came so trippingly on the tongue, that 
he had ceased to regard it; for he was of opinion, 
with a French writer, that they might bear them. 
selves as well in a crisis as in the interval, 

He then proceeded to defend the act of the Pres- 
ident, on the ground that he was a co ordinate 
branch of the Goverament, and had but discharged 
his constitutional daty in vetoing a bili of which be 
disapproved. He defended, also, the veto power, 
and denied that it origina'ed with the country from 
which we deiived our institutions. It was no 
kingly fanction of Europe in which it originated, 
but in the Republic of Rome, for the defence of 
the people against their select bodies. In reply to 
an allusion to England, to which a gentleman had 
pointed, he explained that the absence of the veto 
was accounted for by the fact, that the great 
measures were ministerial, and never introduced 
but with the understanding that they would receive 
the royal assent; and their failure was followed by 
the resignation of ministers. The gentleman, then, 
was inerror in his allusion to Engiish authority 
for an analogy, when the forms were totally dif- 
ferent. Bu’, b: thatas it might, that House was 
not sitting asa convention for the adoption of a 
constitution, for the Constitution existed, and the 
velo power was given by it. 


He then pursued his reply to preceding speak- 
ers, at great leng'h; and, when he concluded, the 
House agreed to print the message. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Trourspay, Jane 30, 1842. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Commitiee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been reterred 
the bill for the relief of George A. Walker, report- 
ed the same back without amendm nt, and witha 
recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. McROBERTS said the bill was unobjec- 
tionable; that it had been passed two or three ses- 
sions before; and he asked that it might now be 
considered and passed. He then moved to post- 
pone the previous orders of the day for that pur- 

ose. 
, The question was put on the motion, and it was 
disagreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communicauon from the War Department, 
covering a statement, made in compliance with a 
resolution of the 23d inst, giving information of 
what officers belonging to the ordnance and engi- 
neer corps receive double rations. The commuui- 
cation states that the abuses in this respect have 
beea corrected, and that the issue of double rations 
is now confined to those cases only which are 
clearly authorized by law. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
number of citizens of Venango and Builer coun- 
ties, in the State of Pennsylvania, in which the 
memorialists state that the iron manufacturing 
business calls for relief ; and ask that Congress 
may lay duties with a view to protection to that 
branch of industry, and to the manufacture of 
cotton, woollen, and silk stuffs: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

The following engrossed bills were then taken 
up, read the third time, and passed, viz: 

An act to amend an act entitled An act to pro- 
vide for paying for horses and other property lost 
and destroyed in the military service of ihe United 
States, approved 18th June, 1837. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Scott. 

An act for the relief ef certain companies of 
Michigan militia. 

An act for the relief of Alexander Hammeit. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs at law of Samuel Hill, 
deczased. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from cer- 
tain merchants of the city of Charleston, South Car- 
olina, asking Congress in future to impose a tax on 


But what was the crisis of which geutle- 
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goods sold atauction: reterred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The bill to refund the balance due to Massachu- 
setis, for disbursements during the late war with 
Great Briiain, came up in i's order as in committee 
of the whole. 

Mr, FAPPAN moved to amend the bill, to the 
effect that no partof the appropriation shall be 
applied to the payment of troops not in the actual 
service of the United Siates. 

Mr. EVANS deemed this amendment unneces- 
sary. 

Mr. BATES said he could not see the object of 
the amendment. The bill was intended to pay the 
balances due for the services of militia called out 
in 1814; and there was nothing in it to pay for 
any not in the service. 

Mr. KING considered the amendment quite ne- 
cessary. It was intended to restrict the applica- 
tion of the appropriation to the payment of troops 
which were in the service of the United Siates, 
and to prevent any portion being applied to the 
payment of troops called out by the State of Mas- 
sachusetts for its own purposes, and refused by the 
General Government. There was a portion of 
troops called cut by the Governor of Massachu- 
setts, and held not to be subject to the contro! of 
the United Slates, and were not mustered into its 
service, for which he was unwilling to pay; but he 
was prepared to pay for all the treops cailed out 
and received into the service of the United Siates. 

Mr. BATES said the bill once passed the Sen- 
ale, in 1839, but too Jate to receive the final action 
of the House of Representatives; and it was now 
so late in the session, that be feared it would not 
be reached tn the other brauch of Congress, though 
he indulged the hope that it would pass that body. 
Mr. B. said the bill was founded on a refort of the 
Secretary of War, to whom the subject was, in 
1836, ieferred for his examination, wiih instruc- 
tions to report the balance due, and oa the princi- 
ples clearly settled and established by law. The 
bill was therefore founded, as it were, upon the 
judgment of a jary of your own appointment. He 
considered, then, that the oniy question properly 
beiore the Senate, was, whether ihe Secreiary of War 
was authorized to make this report, which was in 
the nature of an adjudication of award. To 
prove that the authority of the Secretary upon tie 
sabject was full, Mr. B. traced in a brief manner 
an historical skeich of the legislation of Congress 
upon the subject. He also adverted to the de- 
fenceless condition of Massachusetis at the time 
the militia were ca!led out, and the imperious ne- 
cessity for such a call; maintaining that such a 
crisis actually existed, which the law heretofore 
passed, establishing the principles upon which the 
claims should be allowed, contemplated—nawmely, 
actual invasion cr apprehended invasion. 

Mr. B. then showed that the Secretary of War 
was directed, by a resolution of Congress of 1832, 
to examine and report what was due; and in 1836 
Congress passed another resolution, directing a re- 
examination of the subject. The Secretary report- 
ed that there was, upon the principles established 
by the legislation of Congress to control the sub- 
ject, found to be due to the Siate of Massachusetts 
the sum of $272,000; and it was for the payment of 
this sum of money, thus allowed by the Secretary 
of War, acting under an express resolution, in 
which he was called upon to decide the question, 
that this bill was presented. The question was, 
ihen, whether the money ought to be allowed. To 
show the propriety of its allowance, it was only 
necessary to state that the claims of all the States, 
founded on precisely the same principles, have 
been settled by !aw of Congress. He did not 
know the objectof the mover of the amendment; 
but if it was designed by him that the militia called 
out to repel invasion, or when there was imminent 
danger of invasion, should not be paid, he would 
only say that it would conflict with the principles 
upon which Congress had invariably heretofore 
acted in the allowance of militia claims, and would 
reverse the juigment of the Secretary of War, who 
struck the balance in conformi'y with the princi- 
ples of existing laws. 

Mr. ALLEN inquired whether the troops (the 
pay for whose services was intended to be indem- 
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nified to Massachusetts) were held nuder the order 
of the President of the United States or any officer 
commanding under him; or whether they were 
called out by the Governor of Massachusetts, and 
there held to repel invasion, limited to the soil of 
Massachuse'ts 

Mr. BATES was understood to say that a por- 
tion of those troops were ander United States offi- 
ceis; and that another portion were called out oy 
the State, under circumstances justified by law and 
the Constitution, though they were not commanded 
by a United States officer. 

Mr. CHOATE said the amendment now offered 
asks the Senate to draw into controversy a matter 
which was adjnsted by the legislation of Congress 
long since—the refusal of the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts to furnish the quota of militia when called 
upon. That was a question which had nothing to 
do with this bill. There was a time, he said, when 
that objection might be urged as a proper one; 
but the time was now passed. He hoped that. the 
question which grew out of the acerbated feelings 
of those times would not be renewed. He then 
defended the justice of the claims which the bill 
was intended to cover, showing that claims of like 
character had been allowed other States. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was disposed to vote every 
dollar that was due to a man who had served his 
country; but this was not a case of that sort. 
When they considered the time at which these al- 
leged services were rendered was in 1814—at the 
time when the Hartford convention assembled, and 
when traitors were as thick as blackberries; and 
that, after a lapse of twenty-five or thirty years, 
these men came forward and asked Congress .io 
pay them for services—it looked to him very much 
like the heirs of Benedict Arnold coming forward 
to claim compensation fer services; or like a case 
which had occurred within his observation in Mis- 
souri, where certaia claimants received lands as 
settlers, and it turned out that they were connected 
with the Indians who burned Fort Meigs and mas- 
sacred the inhabitants. If the claims were, as he 
firm'y believed, of this character, he, for one, 
would never vote a single dollar. Tnough he was 
willing to go according 9 the act of 1830; and if 
the honorable gentleman would modify his amend- 
ment so as to bring it under the provisions of that 
act, he would vote for it. If the claim came under 
the provisions of that act, why had it not been 
paid? (Mr. Evans. Because there was no money 
appropriated.} He maintained it did not come 
under the requisitions of that act, and he could 
not, therefore, consent to give it bis support. 


Mr. TAPPAN was understood to say that these 
troops, whom they were called upon to pay, were 
refused by the United States Government. The 
proviso moved by him was intended to prevent the 
pay for services of troops which Massachusetts re- 
fased to put under the control of the United States. 
Massachusetts (said Mr. T) refused to take part 
in the war. She was opposed to it as an unright- 
eous and unjustifiable war, and refused to take any 
part in the defences of the country. Instead of 
losing in consequence of the state of things that ex- 
isted in her border at that period, she made money 
by it. She made a great deal more by her 
trade with the British when there, in furnishing 
supplies to them, than the amount she lost in pay- 
ing her militia—even if she had not been indem- 
nified for any part of the claim she presented 
against the United States. Now, under all the cir- 
cumstances, he was opposed to the bill as it stood; 
and the allempt to justify the passage of it, on the 
ground that the Secretary of War had struck the 
balance, was erroneous. Such considerations 
should not control the action of Congress. He 
cared not for the decision of the department. Such 
decisions were not final. It was the duty of Con- 
gress to act upon its own sense of right and daty, 
without reference to the opinion of the depart- 
ments. 

Mr. EVANS remarked, that if the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Tarpan,] to re- 
strict payment to such militia as were commanded 
by officers of the United States should prevail, it 
would operate as great injustice, and would with« 
hold a considerable portion justly doe this State, 
as well as other States. 
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Mr. E. said the troops were withheld ia 1812, 
and not at the period which this bill was intended 
to cover. The Governor cf Massachusetts, in 
1812, was called upon to furnish the Government 
a number of militia to repel invasion. The Guv- 
ernor, under the advice of the supreme court of 
that State, did not furnish her quota of militia, not 
believing that there was any danger of invasion; 
and, so far as the question of fact was concerned, 
there was no invasion. This claim originated in 
1814, when there was actual danger of invasion," 
and when the whole coast was exposed; and, so 
far from the United States sending troops there to 
defend that State, she drew them off by enlistments 
to cefend other soil, and left the whole of the New 
Engiand States undefended. The President did 
not make a call on that State for militia then. 
The people of these States defended their own soil. 
They did not refuse to doit. The claim the bill 
was intended to indemnify was well founded, on 
that principle of law which guarantied payment 
for services of militia called vut to repel actual in- 
vasion, or when there was a well-founded appre- 
hension of invasion. If the amendment was to 
have any effect atall, it would have the effect to 
disallow pay for the services of any militia called 
out to repel invasion, except such as was com- 
manded by Uhited States officers. 

Mr. E. said a law was passed at this very session 
to pay Maine for the services of her militia, called 
oul under similar circumstances, to repel! threaten- 
ed invasion without the authority of the United 
States, and which were not under the officers of the 
United States. The Government recognised and 
paid these claims so far as Maine was concerned, 
and had done so in all cases; and he saw no rea- 
son why Massachusetts should be made an excep- 
tion to the rule. 

Mr. CUTHBERT remarked that they had heard 
from the geutleman from Massachasetts some ex- 
planation, certainly; but they had no information 
on the subject from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, upon whom they, in all such cases, must rely 
for authentic information. They had a right, at 
least, to expect from that committee such explana- 
tion as would enable them to vote witha full un- 
derstanding of the subject. 

Mr. PRESTON said the morning hour had ex- 
pired, and moved to lay the bill on the table, for 
the purpose of taking up the bi!l reorganizing the 
army. 

The question was put, and the motion was agreed 
to. 

ARMY REGULATION BILL. 


The bill providing for the organization of the 
army, and other purposes, on motion of Mr. PRES- 
TON, chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, was taken up, as the unfinished business of 
yesterday, being the special erder; the question 
pending being on Mr Kina’s motion to strike out 
the 5th section of the bill, which is as follows: 


“Sec. 5. That a competent person may be employed by the 
Ordnance bureau, under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
for such time as may be necessary, to superintend the manu- 
facture of iron cannon at the several foundries where such can- 
non may be made under contracts with the United States, whose 
pay and emoluments shall not exceed those of a major of ord- 


nance during the time he shal! be so employed; to be paid out 
of the appropriations for armament of fortifications; and for 
the services rendered in such superintendence since the ist day 
of March, 1811, under the authority of the War Department, 
the same compensation shall be allowed as herein provided.” 

The question was taken on this moiion; and, 
without a division, it was negatived. 

Mr. BUCHANAN acxked for explanation in re- 
lation to the extension of double rations, under the 
provisions of the sixth section, to officers of the en- 
gineer and topographical corps employed at sepa- 
rate posts 

Mr. PRESTON explained that the object of this 
sixth section was to extend the rations heretofore 
allowed, but recently abridged, to officers specified 
in the laws of 1797 and 1802; but subject to the 
general order issued by ihe department on the 29th 
of May, 1842. 

The sixth section of the bill is in the following 
words: 

“Sec. 6. That the rations authorized to be allowed to a briga- 
dier while commander-in-chief, and to each officer while com- 
manding a separate post, by the act of March 3, 1797, and to 
the commanding officers of each separate post, by the act of 
March 16, 1802, shal) hereafter be allowed only to the officers, 
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and in the casesspecified in the regulation dated May 29, 1542, | 


and promulgated by genera! order number 

Previous to the date of the general order alluded 
to, ii was supposed the system of double rations 
had, from time to time, been so far extended as to 
become burdensome to the treasury, and to amount 
to an abuse, which it was necessary !oabate. The 
department reverted to the laws of 1797 and 1802, 
and, by its general order, made such specifications, 
according to those Jaws, as cut off half or more than 
half of the cases which had been found so burden- 
some. In that general order, certain officers of ihe 
engineer and topographical corps, in certain Cases, 
are allowed double rations. 

The CHAIR having stated that, if no further 
amendments were proposed, the questioa would be 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading— 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he had risen 
not to detain the Senate with a speech, but to eall 
the attention of the Senate to a section of the bill 
with regard to which he could speak of the benefi- 
cial experience of the Government. He alluded 
to the fifth section of the bill, providing for the em- 
ployment of a superintendent of the casting of can- 
non for the public service. It bad been found that 
guns, like chain cables and anchors, might pass 
the first test, yet fail on the second trial, under 
much less strain or force. He therefore approved 
of the principle of testing the metal before casting, 
and of the plan of superintendence proposed. 
General Wade, the person employed, was admira- 
bly qualified for the situation, both as an expe- 
rienced, practical and scientific man. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it necessary to 
amend the sixth section. His impression was, that 
the officers to whom double rations were to be al- 
lowed ought to be specified in the bill itseif, and 
not depend upon a reference to other laws or gen- 
eral orders. He also conceived that no such allow- 
ances ought to be made to officers of the engineer 
and topographical corps. 

Mr. PRESTON said he believed he could in 
part accomplish the object which the Senator from 
Kentucky bad in view, by a motion he should sub- 
mit to amend the sixth section. 

After several suggestions made by Messrs. SE 
VIER, CRITTENDEN, and BUCHANAN. 
Mr. Presron’s proposed amendment, as modified, 
was submitted in the following form, and it was 
adopted: 

To strike out all after the words ‘‘shall hereaf- 
ter be allowed‘” and insert “to the following offi- 
cers, and no others: 

Ist. To the Major General commanding the 
army, and to every officer commanding-in-chief a 
separate army actually in the field. 

2d. To the generals commanding the eastern 
and western geographical divisions. 

34. To the colonels or other officers commanding 
military geographical departments. 

4th. To the commandant of each permanent or 
fixed post, garrisoned with troops, including the 
superintendent of the Military Academy at West 
Point. 

5th. To the commandant of each of the armories, 
and of each arsenal. 

6th. Tothe officers of the corps of engineers 
and topographical engineers having the immediate 
command of the men engaged in the constructioa 
of fortifications, or other military orks, or in the 
improvement of harbors or rivers; but not to in- 
clude any superintendent other than the officer hav- 
ing such immediate command.” 

And the first five were adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to insert as an ad- 
ditional section, ‘‘to the Adjutant General.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN required the question to 
be first taken on the proposition to allow the rations 
to officers of the engineer and topographical corps. 

Mr. PRESTON assented that the question should 
be so taken. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, unless every 
officer employed by the Government on service 
were to get double rations, or some allowance un- 
der the pretence of being in lieu of such rations, 
he could not see the propriety of granting engi- 
neers and topographical officers, merely overseeing 
laborers, and for which they are amply paid, or, if 








they are not, ought to be paid, a sufficiency in their 
salaries. He hoped the proposition would not be 
agreed to. 

The question then came up on adopting this 
amendment; but, a quorum not voting, 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 22, nays 
13. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved, as a 7th section, to 
include in the allowance of rations the Adjutant 
General. 

Mr. KING asked, Why not Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, &c., also? 

Mr. PRESTON said he thought all the heads of 
departments ought to be included; and he would 
therefore modify his amendment as follows: 

7th. To the Adjutant General, Quartermaster General, Sur- 
geon General, and Paymaster General, 

The question was then taken on this amendment, 
and negatived, without a division. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 

Mr. BERXIEN moved to proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 181, the debate on 
which lay over as unfinished business. 

The Senate bill No. 181, providing further re- 
medial justice in the district courts of the United 
States, was taken up. 

The CHAIR explained that, on a former day, 
the bill had been reported from the committee of 
the whole, and was now open to amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that, since the bill was 
last before the Senate, he had come to the conclu- 
sion thai an amendment should be made to render 
the meaning of the passage from the 16th to the 
20th line of the first page more explicit. He 
should therefore move to amend the bill as fol- 
lows: 

In the stipulation of cases in which habeas corpus 
may be issued by any of the justices of the Su- 
preme Court, or any judge of a district court of 
the United States, to amend that beginning in the 
16th line, as follows: “Or for or on account of 
any act done or omitted under any alleged right, 
title, privilege, protection, or exemption, set up or 
claimed under the law of nations, or under the 
commission, or order, or sanction, of any foreign 
State or sovereignty, [the validity and effect where- 
of depend on the law of nations] or under color 
thereof.” 

And, also, in the subsequent paragraph to make 
the foilowing part of it, relating to the discharge of 
prisoners under such writ, conform to the above, 
viz: ‘‘It shall appear that the prisoner or prisoners 
is or are entitled to be discharged from such con- 
finement, commitment, custody, or arrest, for or 
by reason of such alleged right, ttle, authority, 
privilege, protection, or exemption, so set up and 
claimed [and the law of nations applicable thereto. }” 

The proposed amendments being within brackets. 


Mr. WRIGHT observed that the amendment 
now proposed changed the ground so much that he 
should feel himself obliged to address the Senate 
on the general subject, somewhat at large; although 
he had intended, unprepared as he was, to do no 
more than simply to give his voie. 

Mr. W. then addressed ithe Senate for upwards 
of two hours, in opposition to the general principle 
ef the bill. As his remarks were mostly those of a 
legal argument, we cannot make a synopsis of them 
that would be intelligible to the general reader. 

The CHAIR then stated the amendments, and 
they were adopted. 

The question was then propounded on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. Bat 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the importance of 
the question seemed to demand that a full Senate 
should be present. He should, therefore, move an 
adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 30, 1842. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
petition of Andrew Lee, sen., a revolutionary 
soldier, praying Congress to grant him a pension. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said he was jnstructed 
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by the Committee of Ways and Means to submit 
to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
inform this House whether any order, direction, or circular, for 
the collection of duties after the 30th June, 1842, has been is 
sued by or under the direction ofthe Treasury Department; and 
ifso, that he furnish this House with a copy thereof; and that he 
be also required to inform this House if he is still of opinion, 
as expressed in his finance report at the commencement of this 
ression, “that it may weil be questioned whether any ad 
valorem duties can be collected after the 30th of June;’? and if 
his opinion has undergone a change, that he will communicate 
the reasons which have induced the chauge. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. McKEON submitted the following resola- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct: 
ed to inquire into the expediency of testifying in some mode the 
high sense which the House of Representatives entertains of 
the labors, perseverance, and patriotic devotion to the interests 
and honor of the United States, evinced by Lieutenant Charles 


Wilkes and the officers and men engaged in the late exploring 
expedition. 


Mr. MALLORY objected, and the resolution 
was not received. 

Messrs. READ and W. BUTLER offered reso- 
Jutions, which were agreed to, directing inquiry 
into the expediency of establishing certain mail- 
roules. 

Mr. WELLER rose and asked permission to 
introduce a bill to exiend the present laws for rais- 
ing revenue from imports. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought it was necessary first 
to dispose of the bill under consideration; and 
therefore he objected. 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. BARNARD raised the question whether 
another bill could be introduced until the bill on 
the same subject was disposed of. 

The SPEAKER ’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. BOWNE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: ayes 
89, noes 83. So that a call of the House was or- 
dered. 

The Clerk then called the roll, and 191 members 
answered to their names. The Clerk called the 
absentees, and 202 were found to be present. 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved that ail further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with; and the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER made some amendments in his 
bill; one of which was the following: to strike out 
the words “‘until otherwise ordered by law,” and 
insert “‘until the 4th day of March next,’ as the 
period to which “the laws existing and in actual 
operation” for the collection of imports should be 
extended. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the sus- 
pension of the rules, and resulted as follows: yeas 
96, nays 106. So that the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT then asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill to remove certain doubts as to the in- 
terpretation of existing laws for the collection of 
duties on imports, 

Objection being made by several— 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked the indulgence of the 
House while he explained the objects of the bill. 
[Loud cries of ‘‘Order, order.”’] 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. Do gentlemen object to an 
explanation? 

Mr. ANDREWS. 
man to order. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of offering the bill, and called 
for the yeas and nays; which, having been ordered, 
resulted in yeas 91, nays 112, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. FILLMORE having called for the orders 
of the day— 

The message of the President of the United 
States, received yesterday, returning the provision- 
al tariff bill, with his objections, was taken up; the 
question being that prescribed by the Constitution, 
on ordering the message to be inserted in the 
journal, and reconsidering the bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House atsome length in a review of the 
message—against which he expressed himseif in the 
strongest terms of disapprobation. He eaid that, 
by the law of March, 1832, called the compromise 


I object, and call the gentle- 
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act, all the dates on the importation of foreign 
goods were on this day to be brougat down to 20 
per cent.; and that, afler this day, the home valua- 
tion was to take effect, but under such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by Jaw. From 
this he argued that the compromize act would be 
inoperative, because no rales and regulations had 
been provided by Congress for the home valuation. 
Under these circumstances, he examined the rea- 
sons given by the Pvesident, in his message, for 
returning the bil], which he contended were entire- 
ly insufficient. Mr. B. then went into an argu- 
ment, in which he defended the policy of distribu- 
ling the proceeds of the public lands. fe replied 
to the remarks of his colleague [Mr. Cusnine] in 
favor of the velo power. He referred to the tact, 
ihat the veto bad not been called into requisition 
for one hundred and fifty years in Great Britain— 
a fact made use of by Mr. Madison in favor of 
granting this power to the President. He contrast- 
ed the opinions of Edmund Burke with those of 
his colleague, wh» thought that the ‘co-ordinate 
branch of the Governmeni” at the other end of the 
avenue might exercise the veto power at will. 

It might be, and had been, said that the land money 
was but a pittance to be distributed among the 
States; but, he answered, it was also a pittance to 
the treasury. The argument adduced only strength- 
ened the cause of disiribution. He spoke of the 
majority who passed the distribution law, and who 
placed the President in power. Did not that offi 
cer Owe some respec: and conformity to the will of 
the majority who elevated him? It could not be 
doubted that those who elected him were in favor 
of the distribution. 

Gentlemen had said this bill was framed to make 
an issue wiih the President. He (Mr. B.) disclaim- 
ed any such petty purpose. He looked toa higher 
object—his duty to his constituents and te his coun- 
try. 

Mr. STUART of Virginia szil he desired to 
present briefly some points, not taken in debate, to 
the House. It would be seen that the President’s 
objections, when divested of their unintelligible 
verbiage, did not turn on constitutional grounds, 
but on grounds of expediency. So far from the 
veto being in accordance with the compromise, he 
contended that the veto was a breach of that act, 
and a violation of faith towards one of the con- 
tracting parties. He read from the compromise to 
prove that it contemplia‘ed a collection of such du- 
ties as were necessary to meet the expenses of the 
Government, and that it did not contemplate the 
use of the land money at allin defraying the ex- 
penses of the Government. The compromise bill 
was introduced in the House just one month after 
the land bill had passed the Senate; and, when in- 
troduced, there was a majority of two-thirds in fa- 
vor of the land bill. 

Mr. PICKENS asked what limitation there was 
in that land bili? 

Mr. STUART said five years; but yet he thought 
the bill contemplated a permanentsystem. The ar- 
guiments used in its support applied more to a perma- 
nent than to a temporary system. The object was, 
to take the lands out of the political market, and 
out of the hands of presidential aspirants. 

He referred to the circumstances under which 
the compromise act was passed, and the motives 
actuating the North and the South in consenting to 
that measure. The advantage to the Souta wasan 
approximation to free trade as near as possible. 
The North derived the advantages of the home val- 
uation duties paid in cash, a number of articles 
coming in duty free, and the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment derived from imports alone. Consider- 
ing the shrewd character of the Northern people, 
could any one believe that they would have ac- 
ceded to the compromise unless the distribution 
law would also go into effect? He went into a 
number of statistics to show the dependence of 
these two acis upon each other, and that they were 
considered part of one and the same system. 

He argued against the use of the veto power as 
dangerous in the extreme. It effectually gave the 
President the power to say in what mode taxes 
should be levied. There were but three or four 
modes of raising revenue; and, by vetoing each as 
they might be adopted by Congress, he might thereby 
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pre:cribe his own system, or sunder the Union. Ia 
the present instance, he could see no circumstance 
to justify, or ia any manner pailiate, the course of 
the President. This was a question affecting the 
diguity of the House; and, should it yield, there 
would be no necessity for Congre.s whatever. They 
had better send an address to his “gracious majes- 
ty” at once, and beg him to accede to their wishes. 
He begged that they would emulate the example of 
their Saxon ancestors in resisting the arbitrary will 
ol one man. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST replied to the remarks of 
the gentieman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cus Hina, ] 
and to similar remarks on the veto message of the 
President, by which it was intimated that, as the 
duties now coilected exceeded 20 per cent, distri- 
bution could not take place on the Ist of July, ac- 
cording to their reading of the distribntion act of 
the extra session. This, he maintained, was an er- 
roneous construction of the act, which, he contend- 
ed, looked to duties that shall hereafter be im- 
posed. The compromise act of 1833 continued the 
duties above 20 per cent. until the present period; 
and, therefore, there was nothing inconsistent with 
that act on the ground which had been taken. He 
was at a loss to discover, then, why this bill had 
been returned to them. If the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands were distributed, he was satisfied it would 
not change, to the amount of one farthing, the rate 
of duty to be imposed by a tariff on any article. 
He then entered iato a learned dissertation on the 
origin of the veio power, and the reason for its 
adoption and exercise. 

Mr. PROFFIT congratulated the House on the 
calmness which had marked the discussions of this 
day, and which contrasted so much with the debate 
of yesterday, when anexample was set by the older 
and more experienced members of the House 
which was calculated to prove pernicious to the 
younger and move inexperienced members. It was 
not his intention to occupy even the time which 
the rules of the House allotied to him; but to 
off:r a very few remarks on the veto pow- 
er, and on the circumstances attending its re- 
cent exercise; and he asked the gentlemen who con- 
tend against the veto to make ® fair and palpable 
issue before the people of the country, that the 
question might be known and decided at the next 
Presidential election. He was made aware—by a 
paper some time since issued by a portion of this 
House—that this question would be brought up 
before the country. But he hoped it would not be 
deemed unkind in him, if he said that those gentle- 
men were making the veto power unpopular, by 
forcing upon the Presiden’ bills which they knew 
he could not sanction. Was that their present ob- 
ject? He trusted in God it was not. But really, 
to the people of the country, who looked on these 
things with an unjaundiced eye, it so appeared. 
There was not a gentleman on this floor who did 
not know that this veto would come; and if the 
great tariff bill, as it was called, should be passed 
with the clause in it which it now contained in ref- 
erence to distribution, they knew well what would 
be its fate. Was there a gentleman on that floor 
who did not know that? [A voice cried out: “We'll 
give ithim.”] They had the power todo it. [A 
voice: “And we will do it.”] He had no doubt 
such was their intention, But he (Mr. Prorrir) 
hoped wise and prudent counsels would prevail. 
He hoped they would act with a proper regard for 
the interests of the laborer, the farmer, the me- 
chanic; and not, in a spirit of partisan warfare, 
send to the President measures which they knew 
he could not sanction. 

He did not consider that they had now the pro- 
priety of the veto power legitimately before them 
on this bill, or whether it was originally placed in 
the Constitution in a spirit of wisdom; but, if gen- 
tlemen would argue it, they must be answered. 
The Federalist gave reasons for that power, which 
covered the whole ground; and, at the last Presi- 
dential election, General Harrison, on different oc- 
casions, when (as was said) he addressed 20,000, 
40,000, 50,000—ay, even 100,000 people, declared 
in favor of this, as, in the language of Mr. Madi- 
son, a conservative power to guard acainst hasty 
legislaiion, and to prevent unjust and corrupt com- 
binations in the Legislature. With such principles, 
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and the avowal of such doctrines, the Whig party 
took General Harrison; and his Janguage had been 
quoted again and again; and by him (Mr. Prorrit) 
that doctrine had been, and ever would be, ac- 
knowledged and received. He went for the veto 
power as it now existed, without qualification, as 
he believed it to be a power wisely intended and 
calculated to produce good to the country. 

There was no analogy betwern the siate of things 
here and in Great Britain; and, therefore, genile- 
men erred when they pointed to England on this 
subject. The veto power was not exercised in 
England, they were told. Why, the minister never 
introduced a bill into the British Parliament with- 
out an assurance that it would receive the royal 
sanction. 

Bat if a bill should pass the Commons House of 
Parliament, in opposition to the wishes of the oceu- 
pant of the throne and the ministerial! officers of the 
Gcvernment, geutlemen forgot that, ere it could 
reach the reigning monarch, a creatioa of peers— 
which was an unlimited power which the crown 
possessed—conid determine its fate in the other 
House of Parliament. But, further: still the crown 
had the power to prorogue the Parliament, which 
was a power that did not exist in this country; nor 
did the practice prevail here, as there, of a resigna- 
tion of the ministry on a defeat of one of their 
important measures. There was, then, no analogy; 
and gentlemen erred greatly in their reference to 
the absence of the exercise of the veto power in 
England. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Stuart] told 
them that the people were opposed to the exercise 
of the veto power by the President. Who was the 
President? The representative of the people. But 
what was the state of things in this House? The 
Whig party bad there a majority of forty, and yet 
they could only, on seme divisions of this bill, 
show a majority of four. Why, it was evideni, 
then, that a large fraction of their own party dis- 
sented from the majoriiy; aud, in the Senate, 
the proviso of this bill did not receive the vete 
even of a majority of the Senators present; but 
it was retained in the bill, because the motion 
being to strike out, and the votes being equal— 
21 to 21—the affirmative did not prevail. And, 
as the majority of this House differed amongst 
themselves, was it not pessibie that they might 
also differ from the people? He knew 18 out of 
26 Siaies had expressed their opinions lately; and 
one branch of the Legislature of one of the States 
which gave its support to General Harrison, had 
declared that it would not receive iis share of the 
proceeds of the public lands. It was aileged, as 
one cause of complaint, that the President had de- 
ceived bis party, and that he had not gone with his 
party. Why, had the gentlemen forgotten trai one 
prominent ground taken by General Harrison, their 
great chief, was, that he would not be the President 
of a party, but of the country?’ And yet they com- 
plained thatthe President would not be exclusively 
the President of a party. They complained, too, 
of the veto; but if ever a country required sucha 
power, it was this, in which was found every 
variety of climate, from one extreme to the other, 
with their varied and diversified interests. Their 
domestic institutions themselves differed far as 
the poles asunder; and, as the veto was originally 
instituted to guard the interests of the pecple against 
the atis or encroachments of their select assem- 
blies, so here also it was a conservative power, to 
guard against the evil combination of varying in- 
terests for the accomplishment of particular de- 
signs. 

He would say, boldly, that there never was a 
Republic on the face of the earth that did not pos- 
sess the veto power. When Cromwell was raised 
to the protectorate of England, that power was not 
taken away from him; and it was exercised in 
Holland under the De Witts. There was, how- 
ever, he should say, one exception—and that was 
the Republic of France. That Republic passed 
its laws directly, without any supervisory power; 
and, h¢ would ask gentlemen, what was the result? 
Were they governed with anything like the wis- 
dom, intelligence, and patriotism which distin- 
guished the government of Cromwell? No. On 
the contrary, they had all the power which the 


———— 


Whig party in Congress now wished to exercise. 
A decree was sometimes passed in as short a time 
as fifteen minutes; that forming the revolutionary 
tribunal in seventeen minutes; and before a few 
short weeks or months had passed over, the very 
man who introduced it (Danton) fell under the 
power he had given to oihers, without being per- 
mitted to defend himself. This was the effect of a 
want of the veto power; and he would warn gen- 
tlemen who were now sv violently opposed to it, 
that the time might come when they would need it. 
There were important instilutions of the country 
that were threatened with destruciion, and which 
this veto power might be needed to preserve. 
What did they hear yesterday?) Why, a gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Wittiam Cost Jounscn.]} 
one of the most talented and influential mem- 
bers of the House, informed them that, befere 
the end of the session, he wouid introduce a bi!l to 
provide for the assumption of the debts of the 
States. Sir, (said Mr. P..) a eombindtion of the 
indebted S:ates might pass such a bill at any mo- 
ment; and, if I were President, | would not give up 
the privilege of vetoing such a bill for all the giory 
morta! man ever acy ured. Mr. P. reviewed the 
doctrine advanced by gentlemen on the other sis, 
that the majority should govern. He denied the 
truh of that doctrine. If the majority should 
govern inall cases, why cid the framers of the Con- 
stitution interpos> tbe qualified veto, and require 
the sanction of two-thirds to pass a measure ob- 
jected to by the Executive? Why does it require 
two-thirds to expel a member, and why does it re- 
quire two-thirds to convict on a trial of impeach- 
men!? 

Gentlemen complained of the frequent use of 
this power. Well, whose fau't was it that il was 
used? If they would send measures to the Execu- 
tive that they knew he was conscientio isly oppos 
ed to, they must expect him to veto them. Geantle- 
men might compel him to use this power twenty 
times in the course of the session, but it would not 
be his fault if they compelled him to it. Great 
complaints had been made because the President 
filed, in the Department of State, his reasons for 
signing the apportionment bill; and the matter had 
been deemed of such importance as to cali for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject. 
Why, he had been gravely sent for io go into the 
select committee room to give his vote for sending 
for that paper, which might have been got ia half 
au hour, without al! that trouble and parade, by 
the passage of a simple resulution ca!ling for it. 
However, the President signed one bill, and gentle- 
men quarrelled with him for it; and the next day 
he veiced another, and they quarrelled with him for 
that. So that, whether he approves or disapproves, 
he is sure to meet with their censure. 

The question now properly before us (said Mr. 
P.) is, will we sanction this bill, notwithstanding 
the President’s objections? This was the simple 
question provided by the Constitution; and he re- 
gretied that there had been so much debate as to 
the propriety of the veto power. After some fur- 
ther remarks from Mr. P.— 

Mr. LANE of Indiana addressed the House in 
an animated and vehement censure of the Presi- 
dent’s message. He should not, he said, go intoa 
lengthy argument. Now was the time for voling 
and acting, and not for talking. The issue was 
now truly presented between the President of the 
United States and the Representatives of the peo- 
ple. ‘The Congress of the United States, with a 
sincere desire to provide the ways and means for 
carrying on the Government, had passed an act to 
continue in force tne present revenue laws for one 
month; and the President, seeing fit to differ with 
them, upon mere ground; of expediency, had re- 
turned that bill to the House which orginated it, 
with his objections. Then the question arose, In 
whom was vested the right to carry out the reve- 
nue measures of the Government?—in the Presi- 
dent, or in the representatives of the pecple? The 
issue was not between the Congress of the United 
States and the President: it was between the Presi- 
dent, who had preved recreant to every principle 
of truth, honor, and morality, and that abused con- 
stituency who had placed him in office. It was 
well that ours was a law-loving, law-abiding peo- 


pie: it: was well that the constitutional and le- 
gal security thrown aroundhim was strengihened 
by the peaceful disposition of the people. In other 
countries, a far different spectacle would be pre- 
ented. They would not have that calm, deliber- 
ate discussion which here follows an occasion of 
this sort. If, in Eagland, a mere revenue meas- 
ure, passed by the Parliament, had been vetoed by 
the Crown, the voice of an outraged people would 
have been heard, in tones of thunder. A most 
strange doctrine, he said, had been advanced, that 
the President had interposed between the people 
and their representatives. When and where was 
it that public liberty had ever been cloven down by 
its guardians, chosen by the people? Had it come 
to this, that Congress could only legislate in obe- 
dience to the dictates of the President? Disguise 
the fact.as you may, it comes to this—that, in a sini- 
ple revenue bill, involving no violation of the Con- 
stitution, the representatives of the people must be 
controlled by the Executive will. His colleague 
[Mr. Propet] had told them that the Presidenthad 
been forced into his vetoes by the factious opposi- 
tion in Cangress. Where was this factious oppo- 

tion?’ Who opposed every measure that the Whig 
party brought forward for the benefit of the country? 

They had yieided again and again for the sake 
of harmony; but had been unable to accomplish 
anything, from not having ihe Executive with 
them. What right had the Whig party to sup- 
pose that he would veto this bill? Did be not 
recommend the principie of distribution at the 
extra session? Had he not again and again in the 
Virginia Legislature declared that the revenue 
arising ‘rom the public lands should be distributed 
among the S ates?) But how had they forced the 
President to the exercise of the veto power? Where 
was that factious opposition of which the gentle- 
mon spoke? To provide for carrying on the Gov- 
ernment, and to save the country from disgrace, 
a measure was brought forward continuing the 
present tariff laws for one month longer. The 
Srcretary of the Treasury had informed Congress 
ihat after the 30th June, (this day,) no revenue 
could be collected by law; and they had the same 
opinion from acommitiee of this House. Now, 
forsooth, Mr. Tyler had discovered that Congress 
is wrong; that the Seeretary of the Treasury is 
wrong; the Commitiee of Ways and Means is 
wiong; and that he can get on very well without 
any more legislation. We are told (said Mr L.) 
in the book of books, that Balaam’s ass saw the 
angel before his master; and perhaps Mr. Tyler 
might see what Congress had not been able to 
discover. Mr. L. next reviewed the reasons given 
by the Presiient for returning the bill, and com- 
mented with much severity on them. 


This was enothér instance of the overwhelming 
strides of Executive power. If the proud eagle of 
American liberiy should ever sink, it would be 
cloven down by the sword of the Executive. When 
the veto power was introduced, our forefathers did 
not look to Rome, but to the English Government, 
where the use of ithe veto was rare. What should 
Congress now du? Vote millions, when the Presi- 
dent refuses to allow a cent to be raised? No; but 
let the people know that the President has annulled 
the revenue laws, disbanded the army and navy, 
and left the Government to shift for itself. 

He alluded to an excuse of the President for ve- 
toing the bi/l—the circumstances of difficulties be- 
tween us and a foreign country, which might lead 
to a war. This was, indeed, a flimsy excuse; but, 
in case a war did come, he pitied its condition un- 
der such a captain and such acrew! (Laughter.) 
The passage of this bill he regarded as the proud- 
est act of the Whigs since they came into power. 
It might be called factious opposition to the Presi- 
dent, but he thought this was a cause in which all 
patriots might unite. The platform of “resistance 
to tyranny” was broad enough torally upon. The 
President might look for support to his vetorial 
cohorts, and the levellers of this country. 

He contended that the whole object of the Presi- 
dent looked to the succession; and he asked if the 
honest Democrats of the country were willing to 
surrender up all their principles merely for the 
sake of making John Tyler President a second 
term, It was but lately that the President had 
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found out that the preservation of the compromise 
was an indispensable condition to the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands. In the Vir- 
ginia Legislature—in the Henrico letter—in all the 
former declarations of the President, no such con- 
dition was annexed. This repeal of the distribu- 
tion was one of the hard conditions on which the 
Democrats would give their support, and which the 
power of the President compelled him to accept. 

He quoted fiom the veto message, and replied 
to many arguments the rein—particularly to the 
assertion that the land biil of the exira session 
could not have been passed but for the insertion 
of the proviso. He (Mr. L.) did not vote for that 
proviso; but he held that it was inserted in consc- 
quence of the rumors of a veto, so rife in Washing- 
ton at that time; when it was said that the Presi- 
dent would not sanction an unconditional distri- 
bution of the land tund. 

He replied to the concluding remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnine] on yes- 
terday. The gentleman had said this was no great 
crisis, and could see nothing in the assumption of 
power by the President. Tne gentieman was, per- 
haps, a servantof the Execative, who could see 
nothing but good in his acts. This country, after 
having passed through the severest struggles with 
honor, had now come to a serious catastrophe, and 
was ealled on to yield itself up to the erring ca- 
prices of one man, who had used the veto, not to 
defeat hasty and ill-considered legislation, but to 
thwart the exertions of the Representatives of the 
people in behalf of the Constitution of their coan- 
try. He relied on the people to sustain their Rep- 
resentatives in vindicating and upholding the blood- 
bought Constitution of the United Siates. 

A gentleman had said that the President repre- 
sented the peuple of the United States! He would 
not waste words upon such an argument. He did 
not refer io the offic2, but to the locum tenens—John 
Tyler. He referred to the reasons sent to the 
State Department by the President for signing 
the apportionment bill, and thereby encouraging 
disobedience to the laws by the Siates. The action 
of the President on that bill was in keeping with 
his course on the present. Let others do as they 
might, he would rather sink the army and na ey al- 
tngether—he would see ine Potomac rise fifty 
fathoms above the dome of the Capi pclae sub- 
mitto the policy which might be prescribed by 
John Tyler. 

Mr. WELLER said he should not now say 
a word, but for the remarks which had been mate 
by gentlemen on the other side of the House, in 
relation to the party to which he was atiached in 
principle and in feeling. But a namber of the 
leaders of the dominant party here had said 
that the veto of the President upon the lJiitie tariff 
was the consummation of the treaty which had 
been long in progress between the Presi'ent and 
Democratic party. The chairman of Ways and 
Means—a man occupying no «ordinary position, 
and whose declarations were entitled to respect ard 
consideration, had told the House that, in vetoin 
this bill, the President only consummated the 
treaty which had been pending during the last six 
months. Here, then, wasa declaration from a re- 
sponsible gentleman, who ordinarily paid great re- 
spect to the opinions of others, and who was ever 
careful in the utterance of hisown. The gentie- 
man said that the Democratic party now had their 
man—they had what they always contended for, 
and what it was their charac'er to seek«'he spoils. 
Did the gentleman [Mr. Fittmorg] recollect the 
4hof March, 1841, when thise:ty was filled with 
hordes of office seekers?) Did he remember the 
thousands from his own State, who then came on 
to Washington hunting for the spoils? What au- 
thority then had he for charging the Democratic 
party with longing after the spoils} The gentle- 
man must have judged the Democratic party by 
his own; or it might be, if he had gotten his share 
of those very spoils, he would be in a better he- 
mor than at present. 

But (continued Mr. W ) could the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fitumore] show that one 
member of the Democratic party in the House had 
been an applicant for any appointment whatever 
under the present Administration? Was it not 
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known that the very men now most hostile to the 
President were those who had been rjected? 
were, in fact, disappointed applicants for the spoils? 
Toere would, he imagined, have been no complaint 
against Mr. Tyler, had he shaped his measures to 
suit them, and given ihem the offices which were 
asked at his hands. In that case, there would have 
been no complainis, and charges of perfidy from 
the universal Whig party. 

If he recollecied rightly, the gentleman from 
New York, [Vr. Granoer,] who lIcft a certain 
cabinet so mysteriously, said that he stood niw 
where he stocd in 1840, when he fought the mem- 
orable battle of that year with the universal Whig 
party. He stood then by a cider barrel, upon the 
broad platiorm of a coon skin. [Lauvghter.] Where 
does he stand now? [Laughter] What were 
then his principles? He did not ask the question 
in jest, but earnestly—what were the principles 
avowed in that contest?’ Did the universal Whig 
party pledge themselves that a land bill should be 
passed? No; not, at least, in his section of the 
country. There, the question of the distribution of 
the land fund was not discussed at all. Yet the 
party tell the House this is now one of their prin- 
ciples. All he had to say was, that they never 
avowed them when they were seeking power. 

In the present condition of the untversal Whig 
party, he could sympathize with its members, bad 
they obtained power by fair means. It is, indeed, 
a melancholy sight to see a number of men, after 
Struggling through twelve arduous years, and after 
spending all their influence and money in order to 
get into power, distracted and divided so sosn 
after their accession. At the extra session, he was 
pleased to hear the remarks made by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Lanez,] who came here 
fiushed with victory, and who boasted that the 
Whig flag waved in triumph from one end of the 
Union to the other. Its measures were then con- 
cocted, but not yet avowed. The genileman from 
Indiaua (Mr. Lane] delivered an elegy on the 
Democratic party, and said it was dead, without a 
hope of resurrection. It was his (Mr. W's.) for- 
tune to reply to the gentleman atthat time. He 
told him that the Democratic party were not dead-— 
that we were beaten, but would rise with renewed 
power and strength. He then told the gentleman 
tnat dissentioas would show themselves in the 
Whig ranks. He told him that there was a differ- 
ence be!wecn opposing aa administration and origi- 
nating and supporting hew measures. He warned 
him of the divisions that would arise among the 
Whigs. And now, without having gained the 
characler of a prophet, the House saw the events 
which he predicted had cometo pass. it was a 
righteous judgment on that party, for the means 
they used to obtain their power. ‘They got into 
place by humbuggery, and he hoped they would 
sink into the ruin which they merited. He shonld 
hate himself if, as a member of the Democratic 
party, he cou!d wish it restored to power through 
such gross frauds as were practised on the other 
side. 

Tce gentleman from New York (Mr. Grancer] 
said he s'ood up here in defence of his fixed princi- 
ples. What were those principles when that gen- 
tiemen entered the cabinet of the President—what 
were they when he went out? (Laughter ] The 
gentleman said the Democratie party contended for 
the spoils. Will be tell as hos w many victims were 
guillotined whilst he remained in the Post Office 
Department? Were there no spoils then for 
which the gentleman himself contended? 

Mr. GRANGER said he would answer the ques- 
tion which had been put to him. The number was 
seventeen hundred. 

Mr. WELLER. Yes! seventeen hundred indi- 
viduals turned out of office during the short career 
of the gentleman; and had he remained in office 
two weeks longer— 

Mr. GRANGER would also give the gentleman 
information on this head. Had he remained two 
weeks more, three thousand would have been add- 
ed to the list; making 4,700 in all. 

Mr. WELLER. These seventeen hundred men 
were viciimized to this lust after the spoils, before 
the gentleman himself became a victim, [langhter.] 
This, too, is the gentleman who talks about the 





spoils! Imagine the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with his pockets 
full of recommendatiens, going to the Post Office 
D-partment to get the gentleman [Mr. Granoer]} 
to remove men whose only crime was, that they 
voted for Mr. Van Burenfor President! He (Mr. 
W.) undertook to say that numbers were removed 
for no other reason, except their having voted for Mr. 
Van Buren. The genileman (Mr. Grancer] said 
to himself, when deliberating upona proposed re- 
moval, “Did this man vote for Mr. Van Buren?— 
that is the question,” [laughter.] He put it to the 
gentleman to say, whether he did not remove num- 
bers on that ground alone. 

Mr. GRANGER said he was not now prepared 
to answer the question; but the Post Office Depart- 
ment would show as nice a set of records as were 
ever kept, prior to any execution. 

Mr. WELLER said that in‘gitt be considered an 
answer by some, but be could not so regard it. He 
would show the gentleman acase of removal on 
the ground he had referred to, but that he supposed 
the gentleman was aware of all the circumstances. 
He could refer to instances in his own district. 

Had the gentleman from New Yerk [Mr. Gran- 
GER] retained his share of ‘‘the spoils,” probably 
he would not have broken out into such an invee- 
tive against the Executive. He meant no disre- 
spect to the honorable geutleman; for, personally, 
he entertained kindly feelings towards him. 

Some gentlemen had discussed the question be- 
fore the House, as if the House of Representatives 
had ail the power of the Government. If it was de- 
signed by the Constitution that the House alone 
should enact laws, why were ail bills sent to the 
Senate and the President for their concurrence? 
Was the signature of a bill by the President a mere 
matter of form? Was he bound to sanction every 
measure presented to him 7 

The advocates of this junior tariff bill—this 
twelve line, or half an hour, measure—had said 
that it bad the sanction of the people; that it was 
the essence of the popular will; and that, in ve- 
toing it, the President had shown disrespect to the 
will of the people, as expressed through their Rep- 
resen'atives. ‘The President, he thought, had as 
much right to say that he was acting in conformity 
to the will of the people a» Congress. That the 
majority bere misrepresent their constituents, we 
had evidence from the ballot-box at the recent elec- 
tions throughout the country. There was nota 
reasonable doubt about the fact. The people might 
have voted the Whigs into power in 1840, but 
they had a right to change their opinions, and the 
result of the elections showed that they had 
changed. 

It was strange, passing strange, that gentlemen, 
in discussing the important principles of a bill 
like this, could not do so without reproving the 
Democratic party. The Democratic party have 
had to answer for what were called the «ins of the 
Executive. Whilst the Whigs had all the dis- 
tinguished offices and posts of honor, and nearly 
allthe patronage of the Government, they still 
persisted in charging the Democratic party with an 
attachment and a hankering after the spoils. He 
(Mr. W.) tok occasion to say that he had not 
been an applicant for office from this Administra- 
tion, and would not accept of any within its gift. 
Yet, he believed that the President was actuated 
solely by the desire to advance the interest of his 
country. For this opinion he might be called a 
friend of the President, and his peculiar advocate. 
But he cared not. He should soon go to the rich 
valley of the Osio, and there make his appeal to 
the intelligent people of that country. It be should 
ie put down, he should take more pleasure in 

going out of Congress than he ever had in com- 
ing here. 

He referred to the various charges made against 
the Democratic party, who were called levellers, 
agrarians, barn-burners, &c. He disregarded these 
charges, because they were brought against every 
man who dared to raise his voice against exclusive 
legislation. If the term Locofoeo meant one who 
opposed the conferring on some men powers not 


enjoyed by others, he was a Loco, dyed in the - 


wool. It mattered not what appellations were ap- 
plied to him as a politician. 
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The Whigs came into power, flashed with their 
extraordinary success. They attempted to carry 
out the odious measures of 1791. But (said Mr. 
W.) you will be driven from the high places of the 
land by the people. Their sovereizn power will 
send you back to the retirement from which you 
ought never to have come. [Laughter.] You have 
yet to settle your accoun's; and “a new set of 
buoks will be opened.” [Laughter.] You will 
find that your names are not recorded among 
elected of Heaven. [Laugh'cr.] According to the 
calculation which he (Mr. W.) had made, about 
120 members now here, will, at the first session of 
the next Congress, be in the shades of private life. 
The seais which you now occupy and know so 
well, will know you no more. [Laughier.] The 
sceptre has departed. [Laughter.] You played 
afew “fantastic tricks belore high Heaven,” but 
you will soon have to return to your consiituents 
forever! [General laughter.}] Should he (Mr. 
W.) be able to spare time from his congressional! 
duties to go and sympathize with those gentlemen 
in their adversity, and console them for their de- 
feats, he should take very great pleasure ia afford- 


ine 


ing them any such friendly consolation. [Laugh- 
ter.] 
But for the course of remarks indulged in by 


some of the gentlemen who addressed the House, 
he should not have said a word about their mis- 
fortunes. Had they pursued a magnanimous 
course, and not exulted over a fallen foe, he should 
have remained silent on this occasion. But they 
were now reaping tke fruit of the policy which they 
had pursued. In the language of one of their 
choice and favorite songs, they said— 

“We'll go for Tippecanoe and Tyler too, 

Without a why or wherefore.” 

They took these men as a man would takea 
bank note—without knowing its value. They at- 
tempted to pass them off for more than they were 
worth, and now are caught in their cwn trap. 
(Laughter. } 

In 1840, it was known that Mr. Tyler cid not 
agree wiih the Whigsin principle. Yet he was 
supported because of that very disagreement. He 


was elevated to his present station by en act of 


God. He was your man, (said Mr. W.) You 
elevated him to office; and now you are answerable 
forhim. [Lavghter.] The President occupies the 
same position which was assumed by Gen. Harri- 
son in his inaugural address, in relation to the veto 
power. He has only exercised it on the same oc- 
casions which were laid down as proper for its use 
by Gen. Harrison. Did you expect him to forget 
all his principles, all his past political associations, 
merely for the sake of preserving harmony ia the 
universal Whig party? 

When that party came into power, they ailempt- 
ed to carry everything by caucus. When any matter 
came up in the House suddenly, zn adjournment 
was moved, and a caucus he!d in some otf the lower 
rooms of ithe Capitol, in order to see if the refrac- 
tory members of the universal Whig party could not 
be whipped in. [Laughter.] The next day the 
edict was always passed within the twinkling of 
aneye. It was amusing to the Democratic minor- 
ity to see the facility with which the refractory 
spirits were brought to toe the mark. 

Yet there was a little band—the guard—who 
could not be whipped into the traces. They had 
some notions of republicanism still left; and they 
resisted the tests which were applied to them. From 
that day to the present, the guard have been kicked 
and cuffed from all quarters. [Laugh'ter.] To see 
a small body of five or six men standing up against 
the universal Whig party, was, indeed, enough to 
excite admiration. Mr. W. referred to the bistory 
of events at the extra session, and the efforts made 
to induce the President to sign a bank bill. The 
party—many of them—admitted that the bank 
might be unconstitutional; yet it was necessary to 
preserve the universal Whig party; and therefore 
they asked the President to yield to the mandates 
of their caucus. 

These caucuses were held on every occasion— 
even on points of order, When a tariff bill had 
to be proposed, one or two threatened to vote 
against the whole, if the interests of their districts 
were not included in tbe protection afforded. He 











believed the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
TiLuincHast}] stood up and demanded the proiec- 
tion of pins. [Great laughter.] 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said there was no pin 
manufac'ory in his State. 

Mr. WELLER thought the gen'leman had pre- 
sented a memoria! to that effect last year. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said it was true 
Committee on Manufactures had directed him to 
report a bill for the protrciion of pins; bat the pe- 
tition came from New York, and not Rhode 
Island. 
Mr. 


that the 


VELLER said he might have been mista- 
ken. Some gentlemen near him, however, sng- 
gested that the gentleman might have made a 
movement for the protection of pills. [{Laughter.] 
Be that as it might, there were interesis enough in 
the caucus to demand protection. 

He referred to the manver in which the land 
bill was gotien through at the extra session, and 
the proviso which was attached to it; and without 
which, the President would not have signed it. 
While dweilisg on this subject,a member nea 
him mentioned the bankrupt law. Mr. W. said 
he would no! speak of that law. Srffice it to say, 
that never was such an outrage committed on 
respectable legislation as was afforded by the man- 
ner of its passage. 

They had lately passed a junior tariff bill, and 
endeavored to commit the President to the princi- 
ple of unconditional distribution, thinking that, 
should he sign this, he could not refuse to sign the 
larger tariff bill. But the President held thera to 
the compromise, ani vetoed the little tariff. Did 
any one believe that he would have done so if he 
could have avoided the acit?- The veto power was 
one of the conservative principles of the Govcrn- 
ment, and there was no danger of a President go- 


g 
ing out of his way to exercisc it. This measure 
was not passed with sufficient deliberation. The 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
endeavored to take it out of committee and pass it 
ia half an hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he desired it to be under- 
stood that the Committee of Ways and Means was 
not responsible for the resolution he introduced 
for taking the bill out of commitiee. That resoln- 
tion was entirely his own, and cffered on his own 
individual responsibility. He also took the present 
occasion to correct an assertion repeatedly made 
in one of the papers of the city, and on the floor of 
the House, that he had endeavored to have the 
provisional! tariff bill passed in half an hour. The 
truth was, when he cffered his resolution, the biil 
had been under discussion one who'e day, (iaugh- 
ter,) and unless decided then, would have to go 
over to the next week. Conceiving the necessity 
for its speedy passage, there was no other conrse 
which he could have adopted to effect that object. 

-Mr. WELLER said his recolleciion of the cir- 
cumstances was this: In the afternoon of the day, 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gitmer] got the 
floor, and the commiitee rose; when the gentleman 
[Mr. Fittmore} offered his resolution for disposing 
of the bill in half an hour. It might have been 
debated three or four hours that day; but was that 
sufficient time to examive a bill, imporiant in its 
consequences, and to which many of us were op- 
posed? If that was not hasty legislation he knew 
not what was. Moreover, after the bill pass- 
ed the Senate, it was brought back here, and 
passed under the application of the previous 
question. The majority, though they had 
the power to silence debate, could not take from 
the President the right which the Constitu- 
tion gave him to intercept its passage. If they 
could, he (Mr. W.) had no doubt but that they 
would even gag him. Dis the President refuse t 
sanction any measure of the party here, be was de- 
nounced as a traitor. Would any one charge him 
with being a traitor to his country? No; but a 
traitor to the wniversal Whiz party, because he 
would not sacrifice bis principles, aad violate his 
coascionce. He was willing to let the people say 
whether or not the President was guilty. 

After some further interesting remarks from Mr, 
W FiLer— 
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Mr. CARUTHERS obtained the floor, and 
moved an a'‘journment; which prevailed. 

And at haif past 4 o’clock, the House ad- 
journed. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 1, 1842. 


Mr. BATES presented a memorial from Frauk- 
lin Whitney, praying to be protected in his right to 
a patent; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
ot William and James Crooks. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented to the Senate the 
preceedings of a mass meeting of the citizens of 
Pittsburg and i's vicinity, held on the 22d ultimo, 
in favor of a protective tanff. Mr. B. said that, 
from he names appended to the call for this meet- 
ing, (numbering, as they did, about fourteen hun- 
dred,) as well as from the names of its officers, and 
those who addressed it, there was no doubt that the 
meeting was what it purported to be, ‘without dis- 
tinction of party.”” He would also say that, from 
his knowledge of the individuals who had com- 
posed this meeting, he believed they were men of 
as much intelligence, respectability, and moval 
worth, as any similar number which could be con- 
vened in any portion of the United States. The 
resolutions which they had adopted were all deci- 
dedly in favor of a protective tariff. 


Mr. B. said he would tale this occasion to re- 
mark, that since he had been in pubiic life, there 
never had been so propitious a moment as the 
present for adjusting the tariff question upon a per- 
manent and satisfactory basis. If the hopes of the 
country upon this subject were destined to defeat, 
it was now rendered manifest that it would be 
solely because of its forced and unnatural con- 
nexion with the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands. The revenue necessary to meet the 
expenses of the Government, and gradually to ex- 
tinguish the existing public debt, would require the 
imposition of duties sufficiently high to afford all 
the incidental protection to manufactures which 
they require. In the assessment of these duties, 
whilst revenue should be his main object, he would 
discriminate—and especially would he discriminate 
in favor of such manufactures as were essentially 
necessary to render ws independent of foreign na- 
tions in time of war. He concurred entirely with 
General Jackson in his celebrated message to Con- 
gress of the 16th January, 1833, in relation to the 
South Carolina controversy,—that it would not be 
proper to provide that “the same rate of duty shall 
be imposed upon the protected articles that shall 
be imposed upon the unprotected; which, more- 
over, would be severely oppressive to the poor, and, 
in time of war, would add greatly to its rigors.” 
No civilized nation upon the face of the earth had 
ever adopted a uniform horizontal seale of: duties, 
upon all articles, whether of great or small bulk or 
value, or whether their importation were prejudi- 
cial or beneficial to the country. And whilst he 
would not consent to raise one cent more of rev- 
enue than was necessary for an economical ex- 
penditure of the Government, he would discrimi- 
nate, moderately and judiciously, in favor of all 
the great interests of the country, whether they 
were agricultural, mechanical, commercial, or 
manivfaciuring. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana,from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, without ainendmente, 
Honse bill entitled “An act to compensate the 
township of Dublin, in Mercer county, Ohio, 
for the loss of school lands.” The bill, as it came 
from the House, provided for a compensation of six 
dollars per acre for so much of the school section 
as was covered by reserves to Anthony Shane and 
Lewis Godfroy, that being the appraised value of 
the lands. The amendment gives two dollars per 


acre, instead of six, that being the minimum price 
of the Jand at the time it was granted to the reser- 
vees, 


Mr. S. alzo reported, from the same committee, 
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a bill to extend the right of pre-emption to certain 
settlers in the Territory of lowa, with a special re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. said this bill extended the right of pre- 

emption to the settlers in the county of Dubuque, 
in the Territory of lowa, to lands covered by the 
supposed Dubuque claim, which the report declares 
to be invalid, reserving to the claimanis, should 
the claim ultimately prove otherwise, an equiva- 
lent in an equal quantity of other public lands sub- 
ject to private entry. Mr. S. said a majority of 
the committee had concurred in the report and bill, 
the minority having dissented. 
' Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Agriculture, 
to which had been referred the memorial of Joshua 
Leaviti, asking Congress, in the revision of the 
tariff law, to discriminate in favor of such nations 
as will admit the produce of the United States into 
their ports free of duty, said that that committee 
had instructed him to ask the Senate to have the 
memoria! printed. The question was put, and the 
memorial was ordered to be printed. 

The memorial contains at least fifty tables con- 
mected with the subject, many of them of great 
value, and never printed in this country—some of 
them original. 

It gives a history of the efforts in England for 
the repeal of the corn laws; and shows the reasons 
fot believing that those efforts must soon be suc- 
ces:Cul. It then shows the benefits which this 
cdunt.y Will derive from the opening of this trade, 
and the Certainty that no other country can com- 
pete with us. The resources of the grain and pro- 
vision-growing sections of the country are eluci- 
dated in a variety of ways. 

The effect of the corn laws in deranging the 
finances of England, and, through her, in embar- 
rassing the commerce of the world, is explained. 
The necessity of purchasing wheat in the nearest 
markets, at the moment when prices are raised by 
a short harvest, leads to large importations from 
the nearest ports, Hamburg, Rotterdam, &c., where 
few British goods are taken; and,consequently, the 
payments have to be made in specie, which at 
once produces a drain upon the Bank of England, 
and compels the great regulator to regulate itsel’, 
by curtailing the discounts, so as to prevent the 
drain of specie. In the first nine months of the 
year 1839, no Jess than EIGHT MILLIONs sterling of 
hard cash were exported to pay for wheat. The 
consequence was, that the bank was only saved 
by a large loan from the Bankof France. The 
same process compels the fail of goods and stocks 
to raise money, diminishes the facilities of business, 
and cramps trade all over the world. 

In 1840, again, prices rose to 72s. when upwards 
of a million of quarters of wheat—eight bushels 
to a quarter—were imported in a month or two, to 
be paid for in specie. The bank abridged the term 
of bills discounted from 93 to 65 days. Stocks 
fell, and were sacrificed; goods fell, and were ex- 
ported ata loss; and the whole market was un- 
settled. 


In 1841, again, the price of wheat rose rapidly. 
The duties fell from 20s. 8d., on the 6th August, to 
1s.,0n the 10th September. Nearly two millions 
of quarters of wheat were entered in the moath of 
September, of which 1,164,738 were imported in 
that month; and the bank was again obliged to re- 
sort to the most cautious management. The 
whole quantity of foreign wheat entered during the 
year 1841 was 2 236,152 quarters; of which up- 
wards of two millions, or 894 per cent., were en- 
tered in the months of August and September, and 
1,852,619 quarters, or 83 per cent., in a single 
week, paying only a duty of Is. per quarter. The 
whole duty received on foreign wheat in the year 
was £390,070; of which the duty received in the 
two months was but 33 per cent., and the duty in 
the week specified was 24 percent. Thus, 894 per 
cent. of the imports paid but 33 per cent. of the 
duty; and 83 per cent. paid but 24 per cent. 

The memorial has a calculation to show that the 
results of the election in 1841 are not to be con- 
sidered the voice of the people of England at all, 
and therefore afford no evidence of a final deter- 
mination in that country to adhere to the gprn 
laws. The registered electors in Great Britain and 
Ireland are 812,916, while the adult male popula- 
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tion amounts to 5.812.276. This shows that only 


every sevent? man has any voice in the elections. 
As the vote is given viva vace, and not by ballot, 
tenants dare not vote to displease their landlords. 
Then, the apportionment of representation renders 
the inequality still worse. Of the 658 members of 
Parliament, a ntajority are elected by constituen- 
cies having only 153,870 electors, or an average of 
480 to each member: that is, a majority of Parlia- 
ment represents one thirty-fifih part of the adult 
male population. To cail such an election an evi- 
dence of the will of the people in favor ot the corn 
laws, is ridiculous. 

The influence of the corn laws in producing 
general poverty among the people is illustrated in 
a way that shows how far the cotton-growers of 
this country may be interested in this question of 
corn-law repeal. From returns, it appears that the 
quantity of cotton-wool entered for consumption 
in England, in 1841, was 156,000 bales kss than 
in 1840; while the export of manufaciured goods 
was greater by 10,000,000 pounds yarn, and 
90,000,000 yards cloth—showing a prodigious de- 
crease of home consumption, produced by the in- 
ability of the people to buy goods. Among the ef- 
fects of Sir Robert Peel’s course on the subject of 
the corn laws, the memorial describes the union 
now being consummated between the anti-corn- 
law party and the universal suffrage party, or be- 
tween tae middle classes (as they are called) and the 
operatives. Among the curious developments of 
this conflict, a specimen is given of the addresses 
which were adopted in some large towns, as Derby 
and Southwark, congratulatory to the Queen on 
the birth of the Prince of Wales. 

One of the most important portions of the me- 
morial is the full account given of the grain re- 
sources of continental Europe, showing that those 
countries cannot meet the demand in England, 
and that they cannot increase their producis be- 
yond the increase of their own population. The 
facts on this sabject are numerous, and drawn 
from tbe most authentic sources. They are ac- 
companied with much curious calculation in re- 
gard to the supply of human fcod in different 
countries. There is also an account of the corn 
laws of France and Holland, and of the markets 
which might be opened for our provisions 

The memorial concludes with praying Congress 
to incorporate in the new tariff bill, should one 
pass, a reduction of the duties one-third in favor 
of the productions of any country that will admit 
our provisions duty free. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred House bills 
for the relief of John Johnson, and for the relief 
of Eli Wheat and Stephen White, reported them 
back without amendment. 

Mr. CRAFTS, from the Committee on Printing, 
to which was referred the motion to print the re- 
port from the Treasury Department covering the 
proceedings of the commission instituted, under 
President Harrison, to examine the affairs tovch- 
ing the public buildings, reported adversely to the 
printing of said report. 

Mr. WOODBURY said there was a call for the 
expenses in the aggreszate and in detail, incurzed 
by thatcommission. He thought that pari of the 
report, at least, shonid be printed; for money 
should not be drawn {rom the treasury unless the 
people know what amount, and for what purpose 
sodrawn. Mr. W. wished to amend the report so 
as to have that part printed. 

The CHAIR did not think the motion was in 
order. 

Mr. TAPPAN ma¢e some remarks on the pro- 
pricty and importance of printing that part of the 
report at least. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not wish to amend the 
report; instead of doing that, he wished the Senate, 
instead of accepting the report, to pass a resolu- 
tion that so much as relates to the expenses of the 
commission be printed. 

Mr. EVANS and Mr. PHELP3 were under- 
stood to be opposed to excepting any part from the 
adverse report of the committee. Mr. P. thought 
a resolution had better be passed calling for a re- 
port, from the department, of the expeuses of the 
commission. 

















Mr. WOODBURY said a resolution was passed 
by the Senate for that object. The resolution call- 
ed for the amount of expenses in the aggregate and 
in detail; and there was such a report among those 
papers. All he wanted wasto have that report 
printed. The proper motion, therefore, was to re- 
commit the report to the Committee on Printing, 
with instructions to select such part as related to 
the expenses to be printed. 

Engrossed bill, entitled “An act respecting the 
reorganization of the army, and for other pur- 
poses,” was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Cominiitee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint reso- 
lution from the House, authorizing the board es- 
tablished to make rules for the navy, to appoint a 
clerk, reported the same back without amendment. 


REVENUE AND HOME VALUATION. 


Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he would now 
ask leave of the Senate to introduce two bills, of 
which he gave notice yesterday. They both re- 
lated to some doubts and imperfections supposed 
by many to exist in the present revenue laws, and 
the collection of duties under them. Bat neither 
of them was a bill to raise revenue; and, therefore, 
both could, in his opinion, originate rightfully in 
the Senate. And as the day had arrived when the 
country was exposed to much litigation and doubt 
concerning the collection of duties, unremedied as 
yet by any new legislation instituted in the other 
House, or perfected any where, he offered these bills 
with a view at ence to remove the difficulty. They 
did not raise revenue either by imposing higher da- 
ties or new duties. They imposed no tariff what- 
ever, though (to remove doubt in continuing old 
laws tn force for assessing and collecting duties al- 
ready imposed) the frst bill expressly provided that 
no higher duties should be enforced than what 
were equivalent to 20 per cent., being the highest 
now in force by other acts of Congress. 


The imposition of a duty was the raising of rev- 
enue. The mode of appraising imports, and col- 
lecting the duties on them, was only the machinery 
for the latter purpose. They were as distinct as a 
right andthe remedy for it. Both of the bills, 
therefore, could originate here as properly as a bill 
to make more appraisers, or give a new form of ac- 
tion, or prescribe a new ruie of evidence in cases 
connected with the customs. No such acts raised 
the revenue, but merely provided ways and means 
for collecting what was raised by other provisions 
of law. Supposing the-leave, then, to be granted : 
the first bill, in its details, was such as to be merely 
declaratory, to remove any exis!ing doubts about 
other laws. First, it enabled the treasury to col- 
lect the 20 per cent. on the appraisal and value 
provided for in the act of July, 1832. It thus, for 
the present, got rid of any apprehended difficulty 
from the want of any home valuation having been 
yet specially established by Congress under the 
compromise act. 


In the next place, it obviated the other objection 
raised under the compromise act—that even twenty 
per cent. on certain articles alluded to therein could 
not be collected, without some new law re-enact- 
ing that rate of duty, or declaring that rate of duty 


on them to be in force after the 30th of June, 
1842. 


On a former cecasion he (Mr. W.) had ex- 
pressed opinions on these matters, and deemed new 
legislation prudent, though not indispensable. But, 
(what was also very desirable, and the want of 
which had created much embarrassment in the litile 
tariff act, now under the veto of the President,) the 
proposed bill refrained from raising any question 
concerning the land distribution law, or its proviso 
concerning revenue. It avoided mingling a ques- 
tion so agitating and vexatious with the matter 
of correcting a supposed vilal doubt in the opera- 
tion of the whole revenue system. Let us now ob- 
viate the latter alone, and as early as practicable, 
and not connect with it another question not ne- 
cessary or inseparable. 

The difference in duty for afew weeks was of 
no consequence, compared with the great object of 
avoiding collision about the lands, and also about 
the loss of the whole income from imports. 

If we did not, az soon as practicable, renounce 
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all doubt as to the latter, we not only incited to 
litigation and expense, but opened a door to the 
entire loss of all that income till new legislation 
took place. But we might take from the manufac- 
turer all incidental protection, even to 20 per cent.; 
and we might reduce the value of ail goods on hand 
with merchants, to quite the extent o& that twenty 
percent. If all was free trom this time forward, 
(as several gentlemen had seriously contend+d on 
the other side,) such must be the great and unex- 
pected consequence. Time, then, was every thing 
in action oa i!: a day’s unnecessary delay might 
caure deplorable difficulties. 

The second bill endeavored to cut, if it did not 
untie, the Gordian knot as to home valuation. It 
could be acted on wiih more leisure, as the first bill 
removed the effects of donbts for the present. But 
the home valuation we were bound, under the com- 
promise act, to provide for. We had not yet done 
it since 1833. There should be express legislation 
by Congress, and neyer too much left te Execu- 
tive discretion. This bill did it: it did it, also, in 
such a manner at to make the dutirs uniform; and 
it came, he believed, as near the real home value 
as any rule, more flexible, expensive, and uncer- 
tain, would be likely to introduce. 

It accorded, too, with the habits of the country 
and the custom-house most of the time during the 
Jast half century, in adding a certain fixed per 
centage to the foreign value, before the ad valorem 
duties were assessed here. 

This bill could be maturely considered and amend- 
ed, if objeciionable. But he did not believe that 
any other system to settle the value here would 
ever be agreed on. 

His object in both was practical. He acted, in 
offering them, on his own impulses of duty, con- 
sidering the present aiarming condition of the 
finances. He did not move on the subj:ct ull all 
was in jeopardy, as the duty was officially now in 
‘other hands. He now meant nothing beyond what 
the bills and he himself sa:d; and the:r fate was 
with the Senate. But he sincerely trusted that, 
if these bills did not succeed, those who objected 
would speedily offer and carry some!bing better, 
in order to obv ate some of the dangers and disas- 
ters which they, even more than he, believed to 
hang over the country and its future destinies. 

The b Ils were then read, as fullows: 

A BILL to extend for a time the laws for laying and collecting 
duties on imports. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, 

That all laws existing in force on the 3Uth June, A. D. 1842, 


regulating and fixing the amount and rate of duties to be 
levied and collected on goods, wares, and merchandise im- 


ported into the United States, and prescribing the mode of 
appraising such goods, and collecting such duties, and all pro- 
Visions in relativn thereto, shall continue and be im force, as 


they existed on that day, until otherwise provided by some 
law hereafter passed; except that, ull such arrangement, the 
duties assessed shall in no case, after the said 30th June, 1322, 
be higher than what is equivalent to 20 percent. on the value 
of the articles imported 


A BILL to provide for a system of home-valuation on goods 
imported into the United States 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That hereafier the valuation of goods imported into the United 
States shal! be ascertained and regulated atthe port where the 
same shall be entered, as follows: Ist. The value abroad at the 
place of exportation shail be fixed in the manner prescribed in 
*‘An act to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties on 
imports,” passed July 14, 1832; and, with a view to cover 





charges, freight, and all matters usually increasing the value 
here over that abroad, there shall be added twenty per cent. in 
cases of imports from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and 
fifteen per cent. in all cases of imports from this side the Cape 


of Good Hope. And the valuation, so attained and made, shall 
be considered the home-valuation of imports, or the value 
thereof at the port where entered, for all purposes of assessing 
duties thereon. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said the question of leave 
to introdsce the bill involved a question of some 
moment. The bill extendirg the revenne laws 
was of great importance. It proposed io extend 
the existing law, except that the rate of duties to 
be collected under it shali not exceed 20 per cent. 
Mr. H_ contended that this was a revenue bill, to 
all intents and purposes; and ceuld not, as such, 
be originated in the Senate, the Constitution con- 
fining such a right to the House of Representatives. 
It was a bili to raise money for the support of Gov- 
ernment. Though it was a bill to extend an ex- 
isting law, yet it proposed to modify that law; and 
it was the same, in ils legal effect, as if it were an 
original bill levying duties. The Senate had, on 


one occasion, gone so far as to rule a bill to issue 
treasury notes cut of erder, on the ground that it 
was virtually arevenue bill—the object being to 
raise revenue—and should have originated in the 
House of Representatives. Now, if that wasa 
true and practical construction of the Constitution, 
ceriainly this bill, which goes to fix a rate of duties 
and to raise revenue for the support of Govern- 
ment, could not be origirated in the Senate. It was 
to continue existing laws, and was, therefore, a bill 
to raise money, Batit was, in his opinion, and 
he had so expressed himself heretofore, that after ihe 
30:h Jane there would be no revenue laws; and the 
same ground had been taken by other Senators on 
thatside, (the Whig side,) that on this very day there 
was no law by which one cent of revenue cculd be 
collected. If we have no power, by existing law, 
to collect duties, then this was a bill not merely to 
extend an existing law, but to raise revenue by the 
impo:ition of new duties. Such, he maintained, 
was its cffect, znd should therefore originate in the 
House, 

He was aware of the condition in which the 
couniry was placed, and particularly the manufac- 
turing interests. His eyes were nct closed to the 
interests of those whom he represented. He sta- 
ted, some time since—when the tariff bill, which is 
vetoed, was under consideration—the necessity for 
its passage, to guard the revenues of the country, 
and the manuiacturiug interesis. Where are we 
now on this question? and who is responsible for 
the deplorabie state of things? Is it Congress, or 
another department of the Governmen!? On this 
incidental question, he would not discuss that point; 
but he would only say tha', if duties could not be 
collecied, the fau't did no! lie at their door. It was 
said by the President, in the veto message, that he 
was advised that dnties could be collected under 
the law of 1833. Whether it was the Secretary 
of the Treasury (who, in his reporton the finances, 
sid that no duties could be collected under existing 
laws) who advised him, he cid not know; or 
whe her it was a great legal mind of the Cabinet, 
or elsewhere, he did not care. But he would 
say, that whoever expressed such an opin- 
ion would fird that, when the qu-stion came 
before the judicial tribunals, as it weuld, there 
would be but one opinion—'hat no revenue could 
he collected on the importations subsequent to the 
30h of June, without new legislation. Mr. H. 
then made seme remarks on the tariff laws of 1832, 
the provisions of which, as to the mode ef assess- 
ing the duties, were, he said, repealed by the law 
of 1833; which law, after the 30h of June, pro- 
vided fora home valuation. Though it repealed 
the mode of assessing duties, it did not undertake 
to fix a substitute for that mode, leaving it open to 
subsequent !egislation 

(Mr. Bucnanan (in an undertone.) You Whigs 
have a majority in both Houses—why have you 
not legislaied jong since; and fixed the principle of 
assessing duties under the home valuation?] 

Mr. H. then re erred to the debates and pro- 
ceedings on the compromise act, and quoted copi- 
ous extracts from them, to show that the richt 
was positively denied to the President and Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make any rule, after the 
30h of June, to carry out the principle of home 
valuation, but that act left the details, to effect 
that system, to the subsequent legislation of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not consider the bills now 
offered as bills to raise revenue—either by increas- 
ing deties, or continuirg laws heretofore in force, 
authorizing higher duties than now collectable; 
therefore, he did not see how they coald be viewed 
as measures not coming within the province of the 
Senate to originate. His object was to retain du- 
ies as they now are—at 20 per cent., according to 
the compromise act; but to apply to its collection 
the machinery of the revenue law of 1832 That 
object was certainly not beyond the constitutional 
power of the Senate to originate. He admitted, 
however, that if, in reality, Ro duties conld be col- 
lected under existing laws, it would not be com pe- 
tent for the Senate to originate bills which wou'd 
tffect the collection. Such, however, he assumed, 
was not the case. But, as long as it was believed 
by those who had to pay duties, or asserted in Con- 





gress, that there was a doubt on the subject, it was 
competent for the Senate to originate a declaratory 
measure setting aside such doubts. 


Mr. EVANS observed that he was very well 
aware of the importance of the subject brought to 
the notice of the Senate by the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire, and that it was necessary 
there should be some speedy legislative action in 
reiation to it. But it seemed to him at leasi doubt- 
ful whether that action could properly arise in the 
Senate. He would, however, he confessed, feel 
disposed to strain a point on an occasion so urgent, 
to ascertain whether it is possible for the Senate fo 
enter upon the subject without violation of the rule 
laid down by the Censtitution, fully impressed with 
the conviction that the best interests of the country 
demanded immediate action. He should not, 
thereiore, Object to the introduction of the two 
bills proposed by the honorable Senator, even 
though he had strong doubts that the Senate could 
originate such measures. These coubts rested on 
the fact, that the intention and object of the bills 
are evidently to raise revenue for the treacury; or, 
in other words, the effect of which will be to bring 
into the treasury money from duties—measures for 
which, it is the province of the House of Represent- 
atives to originate. Now, if the questien was, 
whether such would be the eff-ct of the bills, he 
could not see any objection to entering upon it at 
once. But if the laws, as they stand at present, 
cannot be made available for supplying the treas- 
ury—and if, by these bills, that defect can be 
remedied; and those laws can, by their means, be 
not only made efficient, but p!aced on a more Sta- 
ble foundation, —he ceneceived the very effect thus to 
be produced, would be such as to throw doubt on 
the cons'itutional power of the Senate to originate 
them; inasmuch as that effect must be to place in 
the tressury means which it would not have but 
for them. If the argument was well grounded, 
that no revenue could be collected by the laws as 
they now stand, there could not be a doubt that it 
would not be competent for the Senate to entertain 
the initiation of these bills. Indeed, the Senator 
from New Hampshire, himself, candidly admits 
that. In any arpect of the cese, perhaps 
it might be said that such would be the 
effect of these bills; for the honorable Sen- 
ator proposes to retain the machinery of the 
law of 1832, and that machinery contaigqs the 
ad valorem principle, which the law of 1833 (the 
compromise aci) says shall be changed on the Ist 
July, 1842. The law of 1833 was to supersede 
the law of 1832; but itis now proposed to restore the 
machinery of the superseded Jaw: and was not that 
law and its machinery for raising revenue?—an ob- 
ject which the Constitution says shall originate in the 
House of Representatives. It is said, indeed, that 
alihough the object is to meke use of that machi- 
nery, it is only temporary, and until otherwise 
ordered by Congress; and, instead of increasing 
revenue, it is to provide that not more than 20 per 
cent. shail be raised for the time—a rate infinitely 
below the rate allowed by the law of 1832. He 
apprehenced there was a misconception of the im- 
port of the restriction in the Constitution as to the 
originating of revenue bills in the Senate. The 
word in the Constitution is not “increasing” reve- 
nue, but “raising” revenue: and this applied to 20 
per cent., or any rate of per cent.,no matter how 
small. The meaning is, that all bills providing 
money for the Government shall originate in the 
other House—any bill the intent and obiect of 
Which is to place revenue in the treasury, which 
would not, but for it, be there. Now, if these bills 
have any object at all, it must be that; and if they 
have not that object, they are unnecessary. Bat 
the evideat—and, he felt bound to say, the very 
laudable—intention of the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire, is to obtain by means of these 
bills, and pay into the treasury, the revenue of the 
country, which it is feared the present Jaws cannot 
secure the collection of. 

And if the views of the Executive, as expressed 
in his veto message, as he (Mr. E_) understood 
them, be correct, the Government can and will 
cdilect the revenue authorized by the compromise 
act, under existing laws; therefore, these bills are 
unnecessary. If these views, however, are net 





